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PREFACE. 



This small volume of Sermons owes its 
publication to the suggestions of a most 
highly esteemed friend, on whose judg- 
ment the Author feels he may with 
safety rely ; it is also offered as a small 
tribute of respect to a congregation firom 
whom numerous kindnesses have been 
received, and to many of whom the 
Author has been led to suppose a token 
of remembrance would not be unaccept- 
able. Such as it is, the volume is now 
offered to the public in the humble hope 
that the true Churchman may find in it 
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topics of encouragement to hold fast by 
his profession in these times of wavering 
and innovation ; and that it will at least 
be received as a sincere though imperfect 
endeavour on the part of the Author to 
uphold the cause of that Christianity, 
which is no where so ably and effec- 
tively taught as in the hallowed sanc- 
tuary of THE Church of England. 

St. Bees, 1835. 
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SERMON I. 



THE VIRGIN MARY. 



(Preached at the Parish Church of Prestwich, on 
Christmas-day, 1831.) 

St. Luke i. 28. 

Hail^ thou that art highly favoured^ the 
Lord is tvith thee: blessed art thou 
among women. 

The character and history of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, honoured and revered as 
was her memory in the earlier and purer 
ages of the church, receives, it is to be 
feared, too little of the attention and re- 
spect of professing Christians in this age 
and country. And yet it may safely be 
affirmed, that amidst the variety of human 

B 
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characters which the scriptures introduce 
to our notice, there is none so pure, so 
lovely, so wdrthy of our study and imi- 
tation, as that of her whom the angel 
declared to be *^ blessed among women ;" 
there is none who so nearly approayches to 
the divine and perfect model of the sinless 
Jesus as his meek and holy virgin mother. 
The histories of those noble champions 
of the Christian faith who undertook la- 
borious journeys, and underwent great 
privations and fatigues, to bring men to 
the knowledge of their God and Saviour ; 
who took joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods, submitted to violence and perse- 
cution and death in the defence, and for 
the confirmation of the gospel, excite our 
admiration and reverence ; but at the 
same time we perceive that we can imitate 
their active zeal only at a humble and 
almost unapproachable distance. All are 
not called to preach the gospel, fewer still 
in the present day to suffer persecution or 
martyrdom for it. But in the blessed 
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Virgin we peweive one upon whom God 
was pleased to bestow the highest mark 
of iipprobation and honour, who yet never 
emerged from the obscurity of private life, 
whose voice was never heard in the public 
assembly, who was unknown to all except 
her own immediate neighbours and con- 
nexions. 

And thus we learn that the less ob- 
trusive qualities of meekness and humi- 
lity, of deep and fervent affection, of 
peaceful and retired contemplation, are 
no less dear in the sight of God, than 
those qualities of heroic ardour and zeal 
which so pre-eminently attract the notice 
and receive the praises of mankind. 

For this reason, I have thought it would 
not be altogether unsuitable to the present 
occasion, when we are met together to 
celebrate the birth of our Redeemer, to 
make a few remarks on the history and 
character of her who was selected as the 
Mother, and honoured with the affection 
of the Son of God. 

b2 



4 THE VIRGIN MARY. 

The distinguishing feature of Mary's 
character seems to have been a deep- 
wrought humility, and a calm submission 
to the will of God even in the most trying 
circumstances. Descended from the an- 
cient kings of Israel, yet subjected by 
Providence to a state of poverty and re- 
tirement, she appears to have given up 
her whole heart to God ; to have learned 
a thorough contentment with her condi- 
tion in life ; to have had no hankerings 
after worldly prosperity or splendour; 
but to have been desirous of retiring from 
public observation, prefemng rather to 
commune with God and her own heart 
in the secret recesses of her chamber, 
than by an ostentatious display of religion 
or virtue to seek for the approbation of 
the world. To this lowly virgin, adorned 
with all the graces of a meek and quiet 
spirit, the angel Gabriel is sent to an- 
nounce, in the words of the text, that 
*' she is highly favoured and blessed 
among women." She indeed, totally 
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unprepared for so exalted a guest, or 
for such distinguished favour, is troubled 
at his presence, " and she cast in her 
mind what manner of salutation this 
might be." 

What could she, a poor and lonely 
maiden, have accomplished in her soli- 
tude, to render her worthy of such a 
visitant? How should she have found 
such grace and favour in the sight of her 

God? 

'' Fear not, Mary," says the angel, 
*'for thou hast found favour with God, 
and thou shalt bring forth a son, and 
shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest. And the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David. 
And he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end." 

Distinguished as is the honour thus 
conferred on the Virgin, nothing like 
pride seems to have been excited in her 
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breast, nothing like discontent with her 
present station. She makes no reference 
to her poverty or to her seclusion ; she 
expresses no desire to be raised to a state 
of worldly greatness corresponding to the 
greatness of the promise. Her answer is 
such as beautifully expresses her entire 
submission to the will of God, and the 
feelings of a heart overflowing with grar 
titude and love for the unexpected bless- 
ing? y^t far too meek and lowly to be 
pufied up with a sense of her own im- 
portance. '' Behold," she says, ^' the 
handmaid of the Lord : be it unto me 
according to thy word. " And when after- 
ward she visits her cousin Elizabeth, the 
mother of John the Baptist, and when 
Elizabeth, divinely warned of the dignity 
of her visitor, expresses the sense of the 
honour done her, '' Whence is this to me, 
that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me?" the only feeling of Mary's pious 
heart under such unaccustomed instances 
of respect and honour, is that of gratitude 
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to God who thus exalted her. Unable 
to repress the emotions of her soul^ she 
breaks forth in that divine hymn which 
the Christian church hath ever since in- 
corporated in her daily service: *'My 
Mul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his 
handmaiden . For, behold, from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed." 

And blessed, truly, she was. God, 
who resisteth the proud, giveth grace and 
glory to the humble. Highly favoured 
above all others was this meek and gentle 
virgin of Nazareth . The honour of giving 
birth to the promised seed, the long and 
anxiously expected Messiah — the glory of 
bringing him into the world who should 
regain the blessing lost by Eve's trans- 
gression — had been the thing most ear- 
nestly desired and sought for by holy 
women in all ages. This was he of whom 
our first mother thought when she said 
she had '^gained a man from the Lord." 
This was the ground of Sarah's joy when 
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a son was promised to her. This was the 
reason why Rachel exclaimed so pas- 
sionately, ^^ Give me children or I die." 
This was he on whom Hannah's hopes 
were fixed when she prayed so earnestly 
in the tabernacle. But none of these were 
so highly favoured, none of them were 
so supremely blessed, as to become the 
mother of their Saviour. 

Well then might Mary magnify the 
Lord ! Well might her heart overflow 
with love and gratitude and joy when 
she clasped the desire of nations to her 
bosom, and gazed with all the rapture of 
maternal tenderness on the infant features 
of him whom she delighted to call her 
son, but who, she well knew, was to be 
her Saviour and her Lord ! * 

* Ave Maria ! Mother blest. 
To wljom, caressing and caress*d. 

Clings the Eternal Child; 
Favoured beyond archangel's dream. 
When first on thee with tenderest gleam 
Thy new-bom Saviour smiled : — 

Christian Year, by Professor Keble. 
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Thus then is the blessed Virgin exhi- 
bited to succeeding ages as an example 
to all, but especially to her own sex, of 
the beauty and excellency, of the value 
in the sight of God, of those meek and 
quiet and unobtrusive virtues which are 
apt to escape the notice of the world : of 
that deep religious feeling, that calm and 
meditative, yet active and influential piety, 
which is the source of all that is excellent 
and lovely in the female character. Nor 
let me be thought presuming if I venture 
to suggest to those who are desirous of ex- 
celling in every grace and accomplish- 
ment which the taste of the present age * 
may sanction or approve, that they neglect 
not to cultivate also those nobler and 
better graces by which Mary was so pre- 
eminently distinguished. I mean the 
graces of the temper and of the heart, 
without which all other accomplishments, 
how important soever they may be ac- 
counted, will be found unavailing to pro- 
mote individual happiness, or to secure 

b5 
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the respect and esteem of those by whom 
they are surrounded. 

We have thus seen how meek, and 
humble, and pious, was the conduct of 
the Virgin, notwithstanding the distin*- 
guished honour bestowed upon her : let 
us now observe how the same qusdities 
were displayed under circumstances of 
great trial and affliction. For we must 
remember, that the most highly favoured 
children of God are not to expect an ex- 
emption from trials : on the contrary, it 
usually happens that they have more 
than an ordinary share of them. '* Those 
whom I love, saith God, I rebuke and 
chasten." 

And we shall also find, that meek and 
humble souls like Mary, are often pos- 
sessed of more real courage and fortitude 
in times of affliction and trial, than the 
ardent and zealous; and that they are 
often enabled to come off* victorious from 
the combat, when the self-confident and 
presuming are foiled in the first onset. 



THE VIROIN MARY. 11 

We have seen how highly favoured was 
this handmaiden of the Lord in being 
delected as the mother of the Redeemer. 
We have seen the angel Gabriel sent to 
foretdil his birth ; the angelic host have 
announced his advent to the pious shep- 
herds; his star has appeared to direct 
the eastern' sages who hasten to bring 
their presents, and to pay their adoration 
to their long-expected King— but where 
is this Prince of Peace and his favoured 
mother to be found? Are they to be 
found clothed in soft raiment, and dwell- 
ing in kings' houses ? Is the royal babe 
surrounded with all those circumstances 
of state and pomp befitting his descent 
from David, or his still more excellent 
glory as the Son of God? Or is he 
found, if in a more humble and private 
station, yet in possession of at least the 
ordinary conveniences and comforts of 
life ? No : — ^in a stable, cradled in a 
manger, lies the object of their search. 
There is no room in the inn for persons 
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of Mary's humble appearance ; and she 
brings into the world the King of glory, 
her Saviour and her Lord, under cir- 
cumstances of poverty and discomfort 
which might well excite the compassion 
of the most obdurate heart. 

At no season, perhaps, are the evils of 
poverty so keenly felt, as in that hour 
when the daughters of Eve learn by 
bitter experience the meaning of the 
curse pronounced on their first mother s 
transgression, '' In sorrow shalt thou 
bring forth children." Some here pre- 
sent may perhaps know too well what is 
the anguish of a mother's heart at finding 
herself unable to provide for her helpless 
offspring. Such, and such only, can 
form an adequate idea of what the Virgin 
must have suffered, when ^^ she brought 
forth her first bom son, and laid him in 
a manger." 

And, O ye happy parents ! who at 
this festal season are filled with joy by 
the presence of the dearest objects of your 
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affection ; who look with delight upon 
your children growing up like olive 
branches round about your table ; think, 
I beseech you, with compassion on those 
who, possessed of the same feelings of 
parental tenderness and affection as your- 
selves, are compelled to look around upon 
their childi^n with an aching heart, and 
weep that they are unable to provide 
them with daily bread. 

There is reason to believe, that the in- 
terval between the birth of our Saviour^ 
and his entrance upon his public minis- 
try, was the happiest and most tranquil 
period of the Virgin's life. She was in- 
deed poor, often perhaps destitute ; but 
then what a fountain of consolation had 
she in her blessed Son. Of his early life, 
indeed, we have but little information ; 
but that little speaks of his prompt and 
willing obedience and dutiful subjection 
to hid beloved parent Though at twelve 
years of age he was capable of disputing 
with the doctors in the temple, yet did 



14 THE VIRGIN MARY. 

he, as a son, make her wishes the rule of 
his conduct. O who can express the 
comfort and delight she must have re- 
ceived from the company and conver- 
sation of such a Son, meek and affec- 
tionate, pure and sinless as he was. 
*' She kept his sayings and pondered 
them in her heart ;" for she was used to 
and loved pious meditation, and doubt- 
less she found much profitable exercise 
for it in the actions and sayings of the 
youthful Jesus. 

But when the Redeemer commenced 
the work of his public ministry, then 
again began the sword of which Simeon 
had spoken to enter into the soul of the 
Virgin. 

Doubtless she exulted when she be- 
held the manifestation of his power in 
his mighty works ; doubtless she gladly 
drank in the wisdom which flowed from 
his lips in his discourses and parables ; 
but think you was it no trial to her affec- 
tionate heart to hear her beloved Son — 
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one whom she knew to be perfect in every 
grace and virtue — accused of being the 
deceiver of the people, the friend of pub- 
licans and sinners ? Think you, she felt 
no pain when it was said of him, ** He 
has a devil, and is mad ?" Think you 
she could without emotion behold him 
driven from city to city, despised and 
persecuted by those whom he wished to 
instruct and to save? Think you her 
heart must not have bled to witness his 
painfiil joumeyings, his hunger and 
thirst, his weariness and watchings ; and 
to know that, whilst preaching the glad 
tidings of salvation, he had not where to 
lay his head ? Ye only who know what 
are a mother's feelings foi* a beloved son, 
can form an idea of Mary's suffering and 
trial. 

But permit me to conduct you one 
step further, and to exhibit to you the 
same blessed Virgin enduring the most 
painful trial to which a mother can be ex- 
posed. 
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Deem it not unsuitable to the present 
joyous occasion, if I invite you to accom- 
pany me to the cross. There behold the 
sinless Jesus nailed to the accursed tree. 
See the blood trickling from his head, his 
hands, his feet, as he writhes in the 
agonies of death. Was this a spectacle 
for a mother to behold unmoved ? Was 
it nothing for her to behold him, who 
was her hope, her stay, the sole joy of 
her life, not seated on the throne of his 
father David, but suffering the igno- 
minious and painful death on the cross ? 
Were not her faith and patience severely 
tried ? Yet there she stands in mute in- 
ternal agony of soul, but no murmuring, 
no impatient word escapes her lips ; the 
disciples, the chosen companions of the 
Lord, have all, save one, forsaken him in 
this his hour of trial. Even Peter, who 
thought he could lay down his life for his 
master, hath denied him with oaths and 
curses. But there, at the foot of his 
Cross, unmoved by the revilings of the 
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people, undismayed by threats or danger, 
there stands his weeping mother. No 
terrors, no shame, no danger, can sepa- 
rate her from her beloved Son. 

And have not some of us, my brethren, 
experienced similar instances of parental 
affection ? Does not the review of our years 
of childhood bring to our remembrance 
one who was our best, our earliest friend, 
who, when sickness or pain has visited 
us, hath taken her watchful station be- 
side our couch ; from whose eyes slumber 
hath been banished so long as the angel 
of death seemed to hover over us ; whose 
hand hath administered the cordial, or 
adjusted the pillow, to ease the aching 
head ? And in succeeding years, when 
the cares and anxieties of life have begun 
to thicken upon us ; when disappoint- 
ments have clouded our prospects ; when 
the world hath frowned upon us ; when 
the finger of scorn hath been pointed at 

us;when friends have proved faithless, 
and all have forsaken us — still have a 
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parent's arms and a parent's heart been 
open to receive us ; from their pure and 
hallowed affections, no reverse of fortune, 
no frowns, no sneers, nor calumnies of- the 
world, have ever been able to divide us. 

Let such parents, if living, receive from 
us all that grateful respect and honour 
which reason and religion and affection 
suggest. Or if God in his providence 
hath removed them to a better world, let 
the memorial of their love be engraven 
on our inmost hearts in characters too 
deep for life or death, for time or for 
eternity to efface. Let us call to mind 
the example of our Saviour, who, amidst 
the excruciating agonies of the cross, 
when his soul was oppressed with the 
unutterable load of human guilt; yet, 
even in that tremendous hour, could not 
forget her who stood weeping at his feet, 
nor thought a parent's welfare too mean 
an object to share his dying thoughts 
even w4th the salvation of a world. 

Such were the trials, such the heart- 
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re&ding sorrows of her who was ''highly 
favoured :" of her. whom all generations 
haT6 united in calling '' blessed." Such 
were the submission and patience and 
fortitude exhibited in these most afflict- 
ing circumstances, by this holiest and 
meekest of God's creatures. And now, 
O ye &int-hearted and desponding Chris- 
tians, y^ that are tossed with waves of 
trouble, afflicted and not comforted — ^ye 
that in your trials imc^ne that God hath 
forsaken you, that he is pouring out the 
vials of his indignation and wrath upon 
you — look upon her who was ' ' highly 
favoured," and be ashamed, and repent 
of your repining and unbelief. Are you 
poor? are you destitute? So was she. 
Mean as may be your habitations, they 
are not worse than the stable and the 
manger at Bethlehem. Your necessities 
cannot well be greater than those of the 
mother of your Lord. Have you to con- 
tend with numerous vexations and trials ? 
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Have your dearest hopes been blighted, 
your fairest expectations been disap- 
pointed ? Have you suffered pain, or 
loss, or bereavement? Surely your af- 
flictions cannot well have been greater 
than those of Mary, when she stood by 
the cross of Christ, and witnessed the 
dying agonies of her beloved, her only 
Son. Cease then to distrust the care and 
kindness of your heavenly Father. Only 
be careful to acquire the purity and meek- 
ness, the patience and submission of the 
Virgin, and you, like her, may still be 
favoured children of God, notwithstand- 
ing the trials and sufferings with which 
he permits you to be visited. 

And lastly, let the meek and humble, 
those who are lowly in their own eyes, 
take courage and consolation from the 
history of the blessed Mary. Though ye 
think meanly and almost despondingly 
of your virtues and graces, God doth not 
despise them. Though you are unable 
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to render him any active service, your 
faith, your patience, your meekness shall 
be accepted of him. 

Oh ! there are many meek and humble 
disciples of Jesus upon whom the world 
looks down ¥dth contempt, and who are 
perhaps passed by unnoticed even by 
their Christian brethren; whose life is 
one continued scene of patient, uncom- 
plaining suffering ; who scarcely can con- 
ceive that their Saviour will condescend 
to acknowledge them as his disciples;* 
whose sense of their sins and infirmities 
is so deep as to lead them anxiously to 
fear lest they should come short of salva- 
tion ; who approach his altar to partake 
of his sacrament with fear and trembling, 

* Oft in life's stillest shade reclining. 

In desolation unrepining, 

* « * ♦ * 

Meek sonls there are^ who little dream 

Their daily strife an angePs theme, 

Or that the rod they hear so calm 

Shall prove in heaven a mart3rr's palm. 

Christian Year. . 
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lest they should be found uninvited and 
unwelcome guests. These are they whom 
God delighteth to honour. These are 
they who ^' sow in tears, " but shall 
" reap in joy:" into whose hearts the 
Holy Spirit shall be shed abroad to be 
their joy and comfort on earth ; who, 
when this short life is ended, shall shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father, and inherit the beatitude pro- 
mised by their Saviour. 

'^ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven." * 

* " Ave Maria ! thou whose name. 
All but adoring love may claim. 
Yet may we reach thy shrine ; 
For He, thy Son and Saviour, vows 
To crownall lowly, lofty brows. 
With love and joy like thine. 

Bless*d is the womb that bare him — ^bless*d 
The bosom where his lips were press'd. 

But rather bless'd are they 
Who hear his word and keep it well, 
The living homes where Christ shall dwell. 

And never pass away.'* 

The Christian Year, 
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'' His Christian year is a most acceptable gift to all 
Christians : and to the Christian priest an invaluable 
one. We may be proud of possessing, in these days, 
one who to such delicacy of poetical thought, adds such 
a warm spirit of devotiou/ — Sermons on Ckristian 
Ministry t by the Rev. Hugh James Rose, Ifbtes, p. 
176. 
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SERMON II. 



EPIPHANY. 



Isaiah xlix. 6. 



^ ' And he said. It is a light thing that thou 
shouldest he my servant, to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob, and to restore the pre- 
served of Israel: I will also give thee 
for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayest be my salvation unto the end of 
the earth.^' 

The Catholic church has just been en- 
gaged in commemorating that first mani- 
festation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles 
which took place when the wise men of 
the east, directed by a star, came to 
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Bethlehem to pay their homage to their 
new-bom Saviour. This was intended 
by Providence to intimate, that the new 
and more perfect dispensation of Jesus 
was not, like that of Moses, to be con- 
fined to one people, but was to embrace 
the whole habitable world : that Christ 
was to be king not of the Jews only, but 
that all nations and kindreds and people 
and tongues were to acknowledge his 
dominion, and range themselves under 
his banner. 

The progress of Christianity, and the 
ultimate conversion of the whole world 
from the vanities and superstitions of 
heathenism to the profession and practice 
of the truth as it is in Jesus, is a subject 
which cannot but be of deep and per- 
manent interest to every reflecting and 
Christian mind. And it is a thought 
which may perhaps often occur to the 
mind, and distress the soul of the sincere 
believer, that the present state of the 
world but little accords with those glorious 

c 
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promises of the latter day glory coiltaiiiecl 
in the writings of the prophets. And he 
laments that this circumstance, this par- 
tial spread of Christianity, should in tile 
hands of the infidel be used as an ail- 
ment against the truth of that religion, 
on which he has built all his hopes of 
present peace and future glory. It may 
not therefore be unsuitable to inquire 
what are the representations of scripture 
on this subject, and how they are to be 
reconciled with the present state of the 
Christian church. 

It is to this glorious manifestation of 
Christ to the Gentiles that I wish this 
morning very briefly to direct your atten- 
tion. And I shall endeavour to show — 

I. That the religion of Jesus Christ is 
adapted to be the religion of the whole 
world ; and that it has also the promise 
of universal dominion. 

II. That the present state and prospects 
of the Christian church are not at variance 
with the promises of Grod. 
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L The religion of Moses was evidently 
int^ided to be but a partial and tempo* 
rary and preparatory dispensation. All 
itB hiWBy all its institutions, were adapted 
to .tiie peculiar circumstances and tempers 
<rf that one people to whom it was ad- 
dressed. ' Three times in a year the whole 
nation was to assemble at one appointed 
place. There was erected the altar, and 
there only could the sacrifices be offered, 
and the more solemn and important offices 
of religious worship be acceptably per- 
formed. 

A system of religion which thus re- 
stricted the performance of religious du- 
ties to one consecrated spot, and required 
every worshipper to attend there so fre- 
quently, could not be adapted for the 
religion of the world. It would have 
been absolutely impossible for distant na- 
tions to go up thrice in a year to Jeru- 
salem ; and the consequence would have 
been, that never having the opportunity 
of engaging in the most essential parts of 

c2 
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religious worship, they would soon have 
ceased to take any interest in them, and 
would have been constantly liable to fall 
into total forgetfiilness and ignomnce of 
God. 

Nothing of this partial and liiliited na- 
ture is to be discovered in the go^el. 
Nothing is there enjoined but what id 
equally adapted for all nations and for all 
times. Its moral precepts are divested 
of all dependence on merely ceremonial 
observances : the presence of God is no 
longer confined to the temple at Je- 
rusalem : but ' ' where two or three, '* 
saith Christ, '*are gathered together in 
my name, there am 1 in the midst of 
them."^ 

The ceremonial rites enjoined — ^that of 
Baptism and the Supper of the Lord', the 
assembling ourselves together, the joining 
in prayer and praise to God, the reading 
and explanation of his word — are such as 
have no connexion with national pecti- 

* Matt, xviii. 20. 
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liaritieB) but may with equal ease and 
a$^acy be performed in every clime and 
in every age. The privilege of minis- 
tisriag in holy things is not, as formerly, 
confined to the tribe of Levi. The priestly 
ojffic^ is no longer restricted to the family 
of Aaxon. The ambassadors of God may 
consist of men out of every nation tinder 
heaven, so that they be duly ordained 
and authorized by the rightful successors 
of the apostles of Christ. 

I need not, I am sure, occupy your 
time by showing at greater length that 
the Christian faith is suited to be the uni- 
versal religion of the world. 

It speaks to man as man : it tells of 
universal degeneracy and corruption, and 
provides a universal remedy. It comes 
to the Jew, priding himself upon the pecu- 
liar . privileges of the law ; to the Grecian 
philosopher, perplexing himself with vain 
subtleties and endless disputation ; to the 
king upon his throne, and to the slave 
crouching at his feet ; and to all without 



30 THE EPIPHAKT. 

respect of persons, it speaks the some 
language . It declares that all have ffiifiDied 
and come short of the glory of God ; and 
that all who will be saved must be sat^dl 
through the merits of, and by faith «iil, 
that crucified Jesus who is to th^ Jiews 
a stumbling-block, and to the Oi^ks 
foolishness. It acknowledges no distinc-- 
tion of clime or station. To the rich and 
to the poor, to the learned and to the 
unlearned, to the civilized and to the un- 
civilized, it oflfers the inexhaustible trea- 
sures of grace and mercy and redemption. 
It speaks of a new kingdom and a new 
creation, wherein there is neither Jewtior 
Greek, circumcision nor uncircumeision, 
barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor free, 
but Christ is all and in all. 

As the religion of Jesus is thus adapted 
for universal acceptance, so its uni venial 
diftision is clearly predicted in both' the 
Old and New Testaments. It was the 
parting instruction of the Saviour to his 
disciples, that they should go and teach 



aUrnatiotis. And amongst the signs o£ the 
jt^pproacbjing consummation ai the world) 
it \ is declared, that *^the gospel of the 
kmgdojA should first be pres^ched to all na- 
tjipnfi. " ^ The Old Testament also abounds 
mtk pif^dietions of the diffusion of reli- 
gious^ knotrledge c^nd the consequent in- 
crease of peace and happiness in the latter 
^yS) or under the last dispensation of 
rdUgipn, viz. the dispensation of Christ. 
Isaiah speaks of all nations flowing to the 
worship of God.* The same prophet also 
speaks of the wolf lying down with the 
lamb ; » nations forswearing war, and 
beating their swords into pruning hooks/ 
under the peaceable reign of the branch 
from :the root of J esse.* Other prophets 
speak of the ^ ^ earth being fiiU of the 
kno^wledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
tnei sea* 

But it is said, that allowing the Ghris- 

» Matt. xxiv. 14. 2 Isaiah ii. 2. ' Isaiah xi. 6- 
** IssLiah ii. 4. * laaiah xi. 10. 

i : « JsaiaJi xi. 9 ; Hob. u. 14. 
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tian religion to be adapted forttiiiverBal 
acceptance, its progress in the world has 
not been so rapid, nor its effltects so' bene- 
ficial as both its own internal exceileAciee, 
and the numerous prophecies in trhfch its 
universal dominion is foretold, wouldniatu- 
rally lead us to expect. And this 'leads 
me to the second thing proposed, viz. to 
show that the present state and prospecte 
of the Christian church are not at vari- 
ance with the promises of God. 

Eighteen hundred years have indeed 
elapsed since the gospel first began to be 
preached, and as yet a great portion of 
the world remains in a state of darkness 
and ignorance. This however is no ar- 
gument against the truth of the Christian 
revelation, but is perfectly consistent with 
all that we see and know of the divine 
government. For all the operations of 
the Almighty, in the natural as well as in 
the spiritual world, are carried on in a 
gradual and slow manner. Nothing ar- 
rives suddenly at its fiill perfection. Four 
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thpusand yeafcg were permitted to inter- 

. yene; boitwaen the first promise of a Re- 

4eQYier ^vesi to Adam, and its accom- 

.^i^b'ONWfc in the birth of Christ: and 

.|SuppQ$ilig that four thousand years Vfere 

Pfermitted to intervene between the first 

^pp caching of the gospel and its universal 

. dominion throughout the world, it is evi- 

Ami that this apparently slow prc^ess 

would form no just argument against its 

divine origin. 

Nor do the predictions of the Old or 

New Testament warrant the expectation 

^ of ( 9wti immediate fulfilment. They de- 

.dare that the whole world shall become 

the kingdom of Christ ; but they uni- 

ibrmly (represent this event as taking 

place at a distant period — *^in the last 

.day^"— as preceding the consummation 

. of all things. 

Moreover, it was expressly declared 
that the religion of Christ should not 
meet ^w^tb uninterrupted success. In its 
progress towards universal empire it was 

c6 
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to encaimter temporary bindTaneeft* and 
delays ; the bad passions of tnen were to 
be it] lowed to exert their inttience ; Hhfe 
enemy was to sow his tares amongst the 
wheat, and to be permitted to retard lamd 
obstruct what neither his malice ndr^'hii 
power can suffice to overthrow: *• Let 
no man deceive you," says St. Paul, ** ttr 
that day shall not come except thete dmne 
a falling away first, and that man of siti 
be revealed, the son of perdition." * Our 
Saviour also, speaking of the same pe- 
riod, says, that ^^ false prophets shall arise 
and deceive many, and because iniqtiity 
shall abound, the love of many shall wax 
cold."^ And from the prophets, as also 
from the Revelation, it would appear 
that the completion of the promise is to 
be preceded by a season of signal aposliasy 
and wickedness.^ 
Exactly conformable to these prophetic 

» 2 Tbess. ii. 3. « Malt. xxiv. 11,12. 

3 Dan. vii. 1. Rev. xiii. 7, 8, and XX. 8. Ezek. 
xxitviii. 2. 



TH|1 J9P(PHANT. 35 

deelarsktioas has baea the history of the 
Christian ohurch. At. first its progress 
wiuB so T»fSA as: to exeite the admiratiou 
o£ the woiUi ; three thousand souls eoi^- 
Verted oo the day of Penteco9t ; churches 
foiiLiided by the labours of the apfostles in 
Bii^st of the principal cities of Europe and 
Asia ; men every where abjuring idolatry 
and embracing the faith of the gospel ; — 
till at length, aft^r having for nearly threje 
hundred years braved the most cruel and 
barbarous persecutions, the religion of the 
despised and crucified Jesus of Nazaretji 
b^o^me triumphant over the whole Roman 
^npire; and the standard of the cross 
was erected, and the dominion of J,e8\\B 
acknowledged, from the shores of then 
uncultivated Britain in the north tp 
Ethiopia in the south ; from the pillars of 
Hercules in the west to the banks of the 
Euphrates and the coasts of India in the 
eastern world. Then indeed the tares of 
the, enemy b^g^n to appear. .DivjsionB 
and heresies, upgodly content] opi;^ un;- 
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holy jealousies, disturbed the peace of die 
church ; coldness and indifference, igno- 
rance and superstition, took place of an- 
cient zeal and purity; till at length the 
eastern church became the victim of the 
impostor of Mecca, while die nviestem 
church (though still maintaining the name 
of Christ and the form of godliness) has 
been corrupted by superstition and split 
into contending sects and parties. Thus 
its energies have been crippled, and the 
diffusion of religious truth has been most 
lamentably delayed. 

But it is further alleged that the efieets 
of Christianity, where it has obtained 
root, are not so observable and beneficial 
as the promises would lead us to expect ; 
that it has not produced that peace and 
unanimity which is intimated in the ex- 
pression of the wolf and the lamb re- 
posing together. 

We freely acknowledge that Christianity 
has not as yet produced its full effects, 
because it has not as yet obtained its full 
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and eniire' dominioii even in those coun- 
tries wfaeve it i& openly professed and 
establii^^d. It is bat too true that 
•CfariMJatt practice is not oo^extensi ve with 
Ghidstian profession ; but we cannot ad- 
mit-that ilis influence has been so limited 
as is sometimes represented. Our oppo- 
ndntak look for the effects of religion in 
the wrong place. The effects of true 
relijgion on the individual are not the 
subject of historic record or public 
eommendation. Were all men in any 
country under the influence of Christian 
faith, then indeed we might expect to 
read of the prevalence of truth and jus- 
tice, of peace and happiness in that 
country; but so long as good and evil 
are mixed together, the pen of the histo- 
rian will be occupied chiefly in detailing 
the evil, though the good may neverthe- 
less exist to a very considerable extent. 
The page of history is occupied chiefly 
with deeds of violence and cruelty; the 
ambition or perfidy of warriors and-^tates- 
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men^ the vices of kings, ajad the paroflit- 
gaey of the great. Thus while the hi»* 
torian expatia^tes largely on the vices Bud 
crimes of a few, it is apt to be Ibrgottte 
that there have been, in those very 
periods which seem to exhibit no&ing 
but scenes of guilt and horror, thousands 
of pious souls, who far. removed from the 
temptations and dangers incident to great 
and exalted stations, have passed their 
lives in the constant though quiet dis- 
charge of every Christian duty; have 
walked in holy con^munion with their 
God, and have , departed in the fiill and 
joyful hope of a blissful immortality. 

Real religion is iiaturally of a humble 
and retiring quality. The life of the 
true Christian is indeed regulated by re- 
ligious principle, though his tongue is 
not always occupied in what is called re* 
ligious conversation. The inward feel- 
ings of his heart, the devout aspirations 
of his soul to Gpd, are m^itters £Bur too 
sacred to be communicated to every 
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cfaaneie afisoeutle. In his heart he hkth 
jeyft aiid sorrowg, griefs and consolations, 
holy ' musings and lofty contemplations, 
wfaitth the worid knoweth not, and 
with which no stranger intermeddleth.*^ 
The^ foim not the subject of his disr 
etarse in the exchange or in the mar^ 
ket-place ; he soundeth no trumpet be- 
fore him when he maketh his prayer 
or bestoweth his alms ; but from his 
closet his supplications ascend to the ear 
of his heavenly Father, and the tear 
which his counsel or his charity hath 
helped to wipe away from the cheek of 
the aflSiicted and the destitute, though un- 
seen of men, is not forgotten before God. 
From this unostentatious nature of 
triie religion, if; happens that in a coun- 
try professedly Christian, where a regard 
to their own interest or reputation will 
induce men to put on the appearance of , 
decency and honesty,, and even of reli- 
gion and charity, the man who is savingly 

* Prov. xiv. 10. 



40 THE EPIFHANT. 

influenced by religion, is not alwayii^td 
be distinguished at first sight - from ' tbe 
merely nominal professors. And'henee 
these latter, measuring all * otiiafs ' by 
their own standard, adopt the ^imkff&o^ 
conclusion, that the Christian faith' haft 
produced little or no other effect than 
that of enabling men to cloak a worldly 
and dishonest heart under a fair atipd 
sainted exterior. 

But the benefits which Christieraity 
hath conferred upon the world, are not 
confined to those only, who having re- 
ceived the seed of divine truth in ah 
honest and good heart, bring forth fruit 
unto life eternal.^ These, though more 
numerous than sometimes supposed, are 
but a little flock compared with the great 
mass of mankind. 

We have just noticed that the exiterior 
appearance of morality and religion, 
which men in a country professedly 
Christian, find it politic to assume, pre- 

* St. Luke viii. 15. 
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vento the genuine Christian from at-* 
trtcting.that attention, which in the first 
ag^a, 'hlb Opposition to heathen practices 
add superstitions could not fail to excite. 
But }thia attention to decency of behaviour, 
to ' morality, and even to external re- 
ligion, is the effect of Christianity. It 
is -an instance of its beneficial effects in 
restraining the evil inclinations, and 
ameliorating the condition of those whose 
hearts are not savingly affected by its 
doctrines. 

True, it has not yet succeeded in pro* 
ducing a state of universal peace and 
l(^e; but has it effected nothing to- 
wards this desirable end ? Compare the 
state of Christian with that of Pagan 
Europe. Much as there is to lament in 
the present state of society, grievous as 
are the crimes, with the hearing of which 
we are continually shocked, is there no 
imjMTOvement in the state of morals and 
public feeling since the time of Christ? 
The barbarous sports, the revolting cruel- 
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ti-ee^ the abominable impurities^ which 
w^re passed by unnoticed and unrepafov- 
ed as matters of no account by the mcMrt 
polished people of heathen antiquity^ lire 
now held up to public indignatioii^ anfd 
m^et with just expressions, of abhorrence 
even, by tibiose who make little pretenaiioca 
to religion or devotional feeling. Wax* 
have not indeed ceased from the earth' ; 
but has not Christianity done somethii^ 
in mitigating the horrors with which they 
were accompanied ? To the benign in- 
fluence of our holy religion, we owe it 
that men's minds have been diverted 
from scenes of blood and cruelty, to cul- 
tivate the arts of peace. Hence civilisa- 
tion, just and equal laws, a strict regard 
to impartial justice, all the blessings of 
good government and civil liberty, more 
correct ideas of relative and social duties, 
benevolent institutions for the care of the 
poor and destitute, for the relief and re- 
covery of the sick and afflicted. All 
these are the effects of Christianity, and 
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gball we dare to affirm that it has deae 
nothing for the world, that it has not 
fttiied and elevated man to a higher and 
nobler station in the scale of moral being ? 
What has caused the difference between 
Ae painted and wandering Briton, the 
dixre of Dmidical superstition, and the 
ititeliig6nt and cultivated inhabitant of 
the same island in the present day, but 
Ae introduction of that mild and bene- 
ficent religion which it is the fashion of 
self-sufficient theorists to undervalue and 
despise ? Thus then it appears, that the 
progress and present state of the Chris- 
ti^m religion is not at variance with the 
promises of God. 

Sometimes, indeed, a review of the 
'moral condition of the world may cause 
our hearts to be cast . down within us, 
when the inhuman cruelties, the soul 
debasing superstitions which constitute 
the. religion of a large portion of the 
human &mily, rise up in gloomy array 
before us; When we think of the widow s 
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burning pile, of the faint scream of the 
infant left by its misguided parents to 
perish in the waters of the Ganges, or %he 
self-devoted victim crushed beneath tbie 
ponderous car of the hideous Moleich of 
the East ; when we behold those regions 
where the Christian faith once flourish- 
ed in its purity, led captive by the delu- 
sions of Mohammedan imposture ; the 
candlestick removed from the seven apoe- 
tolic churches of Minor Asia ; the long- 
remembered home of God's ancient peo- 
ple, the land dear to the affections of 
both Jew and Christian, (to the former 
as containing the ashes of his forefathers^ 
to the latter as being the scene of our 
Redeemer's life and sufferings,) possessed 
by the relentless enemies of both, then 
we are induced to exclaim, *' How long, 
O Lord, wilt thou hide thyself? for ever?'' 
But besides these feelings of pity and 
regret, which the condition of the woirld 
is calculated to inspire, will there not be 
felt the burning blush of shame — ay, 
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shdme for imrselves and for our conntrj, 
when we reflect upon our own inesti- 
md(bl6 advantages, and the indifference, 
the Unpardonable indifference we have 
Biiailileisted in imparting these blessings 
to- others? 

Slevated by Providence to a situation 
of cdmmereial greatness never before en- 
joyed by any other land ; having inter- 
course with almost every nation under 
heaven ; we have been unremitting in 
our exertions to extract from the inha- 
bitaxkts of other climes whatever could ad* 
miaifiter to our wealth, or comfort, or 
luxury; but we have seldom or never 
diought <^ imparting to them in return 
t^e riches of the gospel of Christ. We 
have beheld them perishing for lack of 
knowledge, but have withheld from them 
the instruction which it was our bounden 
duty to supply. Who that looks at our 
vast Indian empire languishing under 
the superintendence ofofne solitary htshop^ 
who that beholds other extensive cdionies 
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portioned out as pitiful archdeaconries^ 
will not be ashamed of our national luke- 
warmness in the cause of Christ. The 
source of this crying sin is within us ; 
it arises from the divisions that are 
among us. 

Oh ! is it not lamentable to behold men 
in a country which calls itself Christian, 
instead of clinging close to the catholic 
church of Christ, and uniting hand and 
heart for the diffusion of religious prin- 
ciple and practice, availing themselves of 
every flimsy pretext for separation and 
disunion ; glorying in their schismatical 
and anti-christian divisions, and acting 
as if all their energies were directed to 
divide, and weaken, and destroy that 
sacred cause of which they profess to be 
the advocates ! 

Nevertheless, the promise of God con- 
cerning his church and people standeth 
sure. Though it seem to tarry, we will 
wait for it ; for in the end it will surely 
come and not tarry. ^ The Christian ftdth 

1 Hab. ii. 3. 



is Kke the leaven hid in three measures 
o£ meal ; it is working sil^atly, slowly, 
almost imperceptibly, but not the less 
surely. It is like the fire which 
smoulders long concealed beneath the 
heap of fuel ; secretly it gathers strength, 
unseen it burns its way, till at length it 
bursts forth in the overwhelming flame, 
and nought can arrest or retard its pro- 
gress. Thus in Grod's due time shall 
the faith of Christ make its way to nations 
now barbarous and ignorant ; the heap 
of falsehood and superstition under which 
the arch-deceiver Mohammed has veiled 
its feir proportions shall be swept away — 
the divisions of the western church shall 
be healed — God's ancient people, the 
descendants of Israel, his chosen, shall 
bow down before the spiritual son of 
Jesse, and '* the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea/' 

This glorious consummation is not in- 
deed to be expected in our day. We 
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may be called to witness scenes far less 
bright and glorious. We may have to 
moum the judgments of God upon his 
church for her lukewarmness and indif- 
ference. He may see fit to purify her in 
the furnace of affliction, and may for a 
season deliver her over to the will of her 
enemies. We may be exposed to p^ise- 
cution, or what is more dangerousi, to the 
blandishments of crafty enemies, and the 
still more detestable perfidy of false 
brethren. But let us not be discounted. 
If God wound, it is but that he may 
heal ; if he cast down, it is that he may 
hereafter build up with greater strength 
and beauty the walls of this our Zion, and 
make her a glory and defence, the praise 
and the joy of the whole earth. 
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' ' SERMON III 



THE MYSTERIOUS NATURE OF THE DOC- 
• TRINES OF CHRISTIANITY NO VALID AR- 
GUMENT AGAINST THEIR TRUTH. 

Prov. XXV. former part of the 2nd verse. 

It is the glory of God to conceal a thing. 

Amongst all the objections which, from 
time to time, have been brought forward 
by unbelievers, in order to justify their 
rejection of the Holy Scriptures as con- 
taining the undoubted revelations of Al- 
mighty God, there is none which has 
been urged more frequently, and, as they 
imagine, more forcibly and successfully, 
than the mysteries and difficulties in 
which some of the doctrines of our faith 

are confessedly enveloped. 

* 

D 
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A revelation (say they) from God to 
man relating to subjects aflFecting the 
eternal interests of the latter, might na- 
turally be expected to be so plain as to be 
easily understood by those to whom it is 
addressed, and so full as to leave no diffi- 
culty unanswered, no doubt unsatisfied ; 
and the circumstance of Christianity con- 
taining doctrines which it is contended 
must be believed, though it is confessed 
they cannot be comprehended, forms an 
insuperable objection to its divine origin. 

It is (they add) absurd to suppose, that 
the Almighty should bestow upon man 
the faculty of reason^ and yet require him, 
upon pain of eternal damnation, to be- 
lieve what reason does not enable him to 
understand. 

This objection being somewhat plau- 
sible and one which has not unfreqnently 
been instrumental in unsettling <jie faith 
of weak Christians, I propose, with God's 
assistance, to endeavour to point out its 
fallacy ; preparatory to which it will be 
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necessary to place the objection upon its 
right fouudationi to show how far it is of 
force) and where the lurking sophistry 
begins. 

Now for what purpose can we suppose 
thai God would afford to man a divine 
revelation ? Two most important objects 
of such revelation might naturally be ex- 
pected to be these, to inform man by 
what means he may be reconciled to his 
offended Maker ; and to instruct him in 
his moral, social, and religious duties. 
If then in these important particulars we 
should find obscurity and mystery, the 
objection would be of some weight. If 
the necessity of forgiveness were insisted 
on, and yet the means of obtaining it were 
revealed in doubtftil or unintelligible 
terms ; if, in order to obtain the rewards 
of the future life, we were called upon to 
perform actions in themselves impossible, 
or else enjoined in such terms as to be 
incomprehensible, duties of which we had 
noknowlec^e, and towards the practice 
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of which reason could afford us no assist- 
ance, then might we with justice com- 
plain of the mysteries of revelation, , 

But is this the case of the gospel reve* 
lation ? On the contrary, is not the way 
of salvation, are not the duties of the 
Christian laid down in terms so plain 
that he who runs may read ? Man, a help- 
less sinner, comes to God for pardon with 
tears of deep repentance; that pardon 
God declares he is willing to bestow by 
reason of the satisfaction for sin made by 
our blessed Redeemer. Here then, so far 
as our practice is concerned, there is no 
mystery, nothing obscure, nothing unin- 
telligible. But then we cannot under- 
stand Jiow the sufferings and death of 
Jesus Christ can be a satisfaction for 
man's sin ; how he who was with God, 
and who was and is God, should be bom 
of a virgin and become man. Now the 
question is, does the mysterious nature of 
these and other doctrines form a valid 
objection to the divine authority of the 
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revetetion ? Admitting that it would be 
inconsistetrt with the acknowledged jus- 
tice, wisdom, and goodness of the Creator 
to require impossibilities in practice y is it 
coiisistent with the same attributes to re* 
quire man to believe as true what man 
cannot fully understand ? 

I shall endeavour to convince you that 
such mysteries in religion are quite con- 
sistent with all that we can discover con- 
cerning the divine proceedings ; and then, 
2ndly, I shs^ll show that such mystery or 
concealment tends to the glory of God. 
** It is the glory of God to conceal a 
thing." 

I. I am to show that it is perfectly con- 
sistent with all that we see and know, con- 
cerning the divine government, that there 
should be mysteries in our religion. 

I supposie it will be granted that God 
made the world. I think they who dis- 
like mysteries will acknowledge it to be 
more probable that the heavens and the 
€arth were formed by a great and power- 
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fill Being, than that they came by chance 
into their present form and order. 

The heaven and the earth, therefore, 
or (as we often call them) ^^ the works of 
nature," are in reality a revelation froia 
God. They are a revelation of wisdom, 
goodness, and power. They declare the 
existence and attributes of the Creator as 
plainly and as convincingly as if the same 
doctrines were revealed by a voice from 
heaven. 

Of course then the objector to the mys- 
teries of the revelation of the Bible finds 
no mysteries in the revelation of nature ! 
Let us see. Whence come that light and 
heat which are so needful to cheer and re- 
fresh and invigorate this lower world, and 
which are the sources of almost all the com- 
forts we enjoy ? From the sun no doubt. 
So far all is plain and intelligible. But, 
when we go a step further, and inquire 
how it is that the sun causes light and 
heat, we demand what the deepest philo- 
sopher has never yet been able satisfac- 
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torily to answer. Whether that glorious 
luminary be a body of fire, or whether 
the s^n^ions of light and heat are occa- 
sioni^d.by particles ooming in contact with 
oi^r atmoi^phere, ever has been a mystery, 
and probably will remain so to the end of 
time. 

But we need not ascend to the heavens 
in search of mysteries. On the earth 
which we inhabit, wherever we turn our 
eyes all is concealment and mystery. We 
see the seed cast into the earth, and re- 
main there buried for a time, and then, 
in its proper season, we behold the earth 
bringing forth bread for the eater, and a 
fresh supply of seed for the sower. Now 
who can explain how it is that a small seed 
being cast into the earth should produce 
a plant, and eventually furnish a multi- 
tude of seeds similar to itself? How is it 
that in whatever position the seed be 
placed in the earth the root always strikes 
downwards and the Sttalk upwards ? 

Who can explain the operation of earth, 
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moisture, and air, in producing the ma- 
jestic oak firom the diminutive acorn ? 

Again, go into a flower garden, and 
observe the endless variety of form, co- 
lour, and odour of the plants around. 

Now haw is it that the same earthy the 
same air, the same moisture, produce such 
various eflJects ? 

How did these plants obtain the power 
of extracting such difierent properties from 
the same soil ? 

How is it that one plant produces an 
agreeable and nourishing yrwi/, while an- 
other growing near it draws from the 
same ground and the same air nought 
but deadly poison ? 

Let us glance at the animal creation. 
How is it that the grass of the field, when 
conveyed to the stomach of those animals 
which feed upon it, becomes transformed 
part of it to flesh, part to bone, part to 
muscles, and part to blood ? 

Or let us consider man himself. It 
might naturally be supposed that those 
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who object against religion because they 
cannot understand some things which it 
reveals concerning the divine nature, at 
least fully understand their own. 

We know and are sure that there is 
something within us which thinks and 
reflects; something which approves or 
disapproves ; feels joy or sorrow, hope or 
fear, as circumstances occur : we are also 
sure that it cannot be the body, our flesh 
and blood, which thus thinks and feels ; 
but something distinct, which we call the 
soul. And we well know that the soul 
acts upon the body, that it directs it where 
to go, what to do, and regulates all its 
actions. The body also influences the 
soul : health and sickness invigorate or 
depress the mind ; if one member suffer, 
all the members suffer with it. More- 
over, when the soul departs, the body re- 
mains inactive and moulders into dust. 
But who can understand the manner in 
which all this takes place ? Who can tell 
how it is that soul and body, matter 
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and mind, thus mutually affect eacfr other? 
Who can tell what that principle' is within 
him which thinks and perceives," and 
doubts or believes, remembers oriforg^ts ? 

Thus then it appears that all nature >is 
full of mysteries ; that, in fact, ther^ ii^ 
nothing either in the animal, or vegetable, 
or mineral kingdom, which we can folly 
understand. Above all, it appears that 
we cannot understand our own existence : 
— ^that man is a mystery to himself. He 
can indeed but just understand something 
of the uses of the different parts of which 
the body is composed ; and even this is «t 
knowledge he has been acquiring very 
gradually through many successive ages ; 
but as to the soul, the moving, ruling 
principle within him — though he feel 
sure of the existence of such a principle, 
and can discover its operations and effects', 
yet what it is, or how it acts, he can by 
no means discover. 

In the spiritual world also there are 
many things which God has seen fit to 
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conoeal from us* The nature of hia ow^ 
idiTioe exieteiiiee ; the aitrance of sin inlxj 
thft world ; the power evil spirits have in 
tempting mankind ; the manner in whioh 
cruf] Saviour 'S: atonement becomes a satis- 
faoticoii for man's sin ; the operations of 
the Holy Spirit. ; the state of the soul after 
death ; and the happiness or misery of the 
righteous and the wicked. On all these 
subjects the Almighty has indeed givea 
UB' information fully sufficient to dii*ect our 
practice, but not to satisfy our curiosity. . 

But if there are such mysteries in the 
natural world ; if, in the revelation which 
God has made of his works he has seen fit 
to conceal so many things from us, is it 
unreasonable that in what he declares of 
fdmse^ there should be some things dark 
and beyond our comprehension ? Can we, 
with any show of reason, expect to under-r 
stand the Creator to perfection, when we 
know so little of the meanest of his orea-r 
tures ? 

The gospel contains the development 
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of a plan to save a lost and guilty world 
— a plan to purify and exalt the human 
race : is it not, to say the least, as pro- 
bable that some parts of that plan should 
be as far above our comprehension as the 
growth and nourishment of plants and 
animals in this lower world ? 

Now observe, these mysteries in na- 
ture do not affect our practice. The bless- 
ings of Providence are equally available 
for our comfort and convenience as if we 
perfectly understood every circumstance 
connected with them. What should we 
think of the man who, because he could 
not discover the manner in which light 
and heat are produced by the action of 
the sun, should shut himself up in his 
chamber, close his shutters, light his 
candle, and determine no more to enjoy 
the refreshing beams of day, until he shall 
satisfy himself with respect to their pro- 
duction ? Or what should we think of the 
husbandman who should stand with his 
hand full of precious seed and reason 
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thus : — '^ I am told to scatter thiH seed on 
the ground, to bury it in the earth, and 
that in the course of a few months I shall 
receive • it again with abundant increase ; 
hmt I oaiiBOt at all understand how this 
OWL be ; it appears to be quite mysterious, 
nay, absurd, and I certainly shall do no 
such thing till I see further into the mat- 
ter/' Every one immediately perceives 
the fi3lly of such reasoning, and yet do, 
not men act in precisely the same manner 
with r^ard to religion ? 

The Scripture declares that there is but 
one God, and yet we find three persons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, each of 
whom are declared to be God. We are 
informed also that the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin, and we are 
invited to come to him that we may en- 
joy the benefit of his atonement. '^ But 
no," says the unbeliever, ^ ^ these things 
are too mysterious, and because I cannot 
satisfy myself how it is that Jesus Christ 
is both God and man, nor how his death 
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can procure the forgiveness of sins, I will 
not come to him at all; the very exist- 
ence of such mysteries is a proof that tke 
revelation is not from God." And tbts 
he dares assert when he is completely sut* 
rounded by mysteries — when every bladd 
of gi*ass contains depth of wisdom wbieh 
man, with all his boasted powers, can 
never fathom. 

But do I bring forward the mysteries 
of nature to prove the mysteries of reli- 
gion ? By no means. Let us therefore 
for a moment inquire what is the pro- 
vince of reason in these matters, and 
where her province ends. Here is a re- 
velation professing to come from God. 
Reason inquires the proofs. She is re- 
ferred to the accomplishment of prophecy 
— ^the miracles of our Saviour — the suffer- 
ings of his apostles and disciples in attes- 
tation of the truth of these miracles — the 
preservation of the Scriptures, and other 
proofs. All these reason examines care- 
fully and cautiously, and at last gives her 



TO BE EXPECTED. 63 

verdict -that this is a revelation from God. 
Satisfied on this point, she proceeds next 
tx> examine this revelation, in order to 
ascertain what it is that God has revealed. 
Here also she proceeds with care; not 
hastily judging of the meaning of parti- 
cnlar parts which are not of a plain and 
practical nature, but calling to her aid 
the languages, customs, and learning dT 
ancient times, and comparing scripture 
with scripture, in order to be sure what 
is the doctrine God requires to be be- 
lieved. But the moment reason and judg^ 
ment have assured themselves of the 
meaning of revelation their business is 
done. Be the doctrine what it may — 
however contrary to their preconceived 
opinions — however disagreeable to their 
prejudices — however deep and mysteri- 
ous it be — if it be from God it is not for 
man to reject or refuse, but to believe and 
adore. And if for a moment the myste- 
rious nature of some doctrines suggest a 
doubt as to the truth of revelation, and 
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reason feels almost disposed to admit the 
objection, she looks around the wo As of 
God, beholds the starry host of heaven 
performing their appointed revolutions^— 
surveys the earth beaming with animal and 
vegetable life — contemplates man, consist- 
ing of body and soul, distinct yet one; and 
while nothing meets the eye but what is 
mystery and wisdom unfathomable ; and 
reason, finding herself incapable of un- 
derstanding the least of the Creator's 
works, exclaims, '' Behold, I go forward, 
but he is not there ; and backward, but I 
cannot perceive him : on the left hand, 
where he doth work, but I cannot behold 
him : he hideth himself on the right 
hand, that I cannot see him." ^ ^' Can 
we then by searching find out God, or 
can we find out the Almighty to perfec- 
tion ?"« 

But granting, (it may be said,) as indeed 
cannot be denied, that the material uni- 
verse does abound in mysteries ; and 

' Job xxiii. 8, 9. 2 job xi. 7. 
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granting therefore that it is not incon- 
siateiit with what we know of God's 
govemmeat of the world, that there 
should r be xaysteries in religion also ; 
granting' that there may and must be 
suk)6€its oonnected with the nature of the 
divine existence and the redemption of 
man, *whieh man cannot perfectly com- 
prehend ; — ^yet if these subjects are so far 
beyond our faculties, why were they re- 
vealed at all ? Why did not God devise 
a plan of salvation which might have 
been perfectly intelligible in all its parts ? 
Why should the Scriptures perpetually 
xefei and require our belief in matters 
too high for us ; the partial revelation of 
which only serves to engender doubts 
concerning the wisdom of God, and dis- 
content with the nature he has given and 
the station wherein he has placed us ? In 
reply to this objection, I consider this 
mystery and concealment tends to the 
glory of God . 

2nd. I am to show that this mystery 
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and concealment tends to the gioiy of 
God. " It is the glory of Grod to c<mceal 
a thing." This it does first by display- 
ing the divine sovereignty : if God be 
the creator and upholder of the raiiverse, 
has he not a right to govern it as seemeth 
best to him ? If he offer to man salva- 
tion, has he not a right to appoint what 
means he pleases? And upon what 
grounds can man claim the right of 
knowing more concerning the nature or 
plans of the Almighty, than is sufficient 
to enable him to perform what is com- 
manded him ? What ! shall man pre- 
sume to say, that because he cannot know 
and understand every thing, therefore 
he will ' believe nothing ? What is man 
that he should think himself entitled 
to enter into the counsels of the Most 
High ? No, though God is gracious and 
merciful, yet he is the high and lofty 
One who inhabiteth eternity : he reveal- 
eth what he judges to be fit for man to 
know and what it pleaseth him to con- 
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ceal he concealeth. And herein he acts 
as Sovereign, he giveth no account of 
any of his matters/ None can stay his 
hand, or say unto him, " What doest 
thou ?"* But he doeth according to his 
own will, both in the armies of heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the earth. 

Again, this concealment tends to 
the glory of God, inasmuch as it gives 
us more exalted ideas of his greatness 
and wisdom. Take, for example, the his^ 
tory of the creation-— what an idea of the 
immensity of God's greatness and power 
is excited by the brevity of the description 
contained in the Scriptures : " Let there 
be light, and there was light." " Let the 
earth bring forth the living creature after 
his kind, cattle and creeping thing and 
beast of the earth after his kind, and it 
was so."* Do not these simple words, 
^' And it was so," speak more expressly 
the power of the great First Cause, than 

3 Job xxxiii. 13, * Dan.iv. 36. 

* Gen. i. 
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could have been conveyed by the most 
minutely accurate and laboured descrip- 
tion ? 

Does not the immensity of the works 
of God, the fact, that after all our re- 
searches, his wisdom yet remains un- 
searchable, that though by their effects 
we can perceive that all things are very 
good ; yet how they were created, or how 
they are now produced and sustained, 
we cannot comprehend. Does not, I say, 
this very concealment and mystery itself 
excite nobler and more exalted ideas of 
the great and glorious Creator, than if it 
had pleased him to discover to us no 
more of his works than what we could 
perfectly comprehend ? If nothing was 
seen around us but what we could fully 
understand, should we not be tempted to 
imagine the Deity as a being little or 
nothing superior to ourselves ? For surely 
a God such as we could comprehend, 
could never be the Creator of this heaven 
and earth. Would not the next step 
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have been to arraign his wisdom, to de- 
spise his authority, to mock at his power ? 
But now, when even the smallest, the 
least important of his works are far 
beyond our powers thoroughly to com- 
prehend, are we not led to think if such 
be the creature, what must the Cveator 
be ? Must he not be still more incom- 
prehensible, must not his nature and 
perfections be unsearchable ? 

And in a still higher degree must our 
wonder and veneration be raised when 
we turn to the works of grace. We ad- 
mire the power and wisdom displayed in 
the creation of the world, biit what can 
we think of the love exhibited in the re- 
demption of it, when we behold the eter- 
nal Word, by whom all things were made, 
becoming flesh and dwelling among us — 
when we behold the Lord of life and 
glory expiating the sins of the world on 
the cross at Calvary. What words can 
express, or what heart conceive love like 
this? 
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Now supposing that God could have 
saved the world by other means ; suppos- 
ing a plan suited to our narrow compre- 
hension could have been devised — a plan 
such as we could understand in all its 
parts, would such a plan have given us 
more exalted ideas of the divine nature ? 
Would it have been more to the glory of 
God than a plan of which we can under- 
stand nothing but that it is immense and 
unsearchable ; a plan concerning which, 
the devout and admiring Christian, after 
having stretched to the utmost his facul- 
ties in exploring this mystery of god- 
liness, is compelled to take up the lan- 
guage of St. Paul, ^* O the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God ! How unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding 
out !" 

3rd. Again, the mysteries both of na- 
ture and religion, tend to the glory of 
God, by humbling the pride and ar- 
rogance of man. 
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Man is too prone to pride himself upon 
his knowledge and wisdom, and were 
there nothing around him but what he 
could perfectly comprehend, his self-suflS- 
ciency would know no bounds. " Ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil," 
was the temptation which seduced our 
first parents from their state of inno- 
cency ; " they saw that the tree was to be 
desired to make them wise, so they took 
and ate and their eyes were opened," but 
only to the perception of their own shame 
and misery ; and the same unhappy pro- 
pensity to eat of the tree of forbidden 
knowledge, to be wise above what is 
written, has been the cause of many of 
those sad wanderings of human intellect, 
which have led men to despise their 
Saviour and to deny the Lord that bought 
them. Man must explain what God has 
not explained ; man must understand 
every thing, or he will believe nothing ; 
and so because he cannot raise his puny 
understanding to the height of the divine 
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mysteries, he will level these mysteries to 
his own standard ; but if men would but 
seriously consider the depths of wisdom 
and knowledge displayed in the works of 
creation, and remember that these mys- 
teries cannot be removed, but that every 
deviation from the scripture account of 
things, only adds to the number of diffi- 
culties, and that the system of atheism 
or the formation of the world by chance 
is, of all other systems, the most myste- 
rious and incomprehensible ; if they 
would consider this, I say, they would 
surely learn more humility ; for what is 
better calculated to make us feel our own 
littleness, when compared with the great 
and glorious Jehovah, than the reflection 
that we cannot to peri'ection find out even 
the least of his works ; that we cannot 
understand even our own existence. Men 
would then be less disposed to object to 
the mysteries of religion, if they did but 
reflect that even their own systems leave 
religion as mysterious as ever. For is it 
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more easy to comprehend how the re 
demption of the -world could be effected 
by our Saviour Jesus Christ, on the sup- 
position of his being a mere man, than if 
w^ receive the scripture doctrine of his 
^t^mal and divine nature? Oris there 
no jnystery in conceiving how a perfectly 
juat and holy God can be reconciled to a 
sinful and polluted creature, without the 
intervention of any mediator or atone- 
ment at all ? 

The fact is, God requires of man the 
submission and homage of his intellect, 
as well as the devotion of the heart and 
affections. The fashionable doctrine of 
the day is in complete opposition to this : 
there he is taught to consider himself 
capable of knowing every thing ; his 
Dw:n intellectual energy is to guide him 
into all truth ; he is instructed to try 
avery doctrine by the test of his own 
reason, to reject as false all that op- 
poses or exceeds this infallible Judge; 
he is taught that God ought not and 
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must not afford to man a revelation of 
his will, except that revelation contain 
just so much as and no more than human 
reason thinks to be necessary, and unless 
the means and manner of salvation be ar- 
ranged after the manner which human 
wisdom decrees to be the most advan- 
tageous. Whereas the doctrine of the 
scripture is, that if any man thinketh he 
knoweth somewhat, he knoweth nothing 
yet, as he ought to know : it teaches us 
that the first step to wisdom is to know 
and confess our folly ; and it declares, 
if any man will be wise, let him become 
a fool in his own esteem. 

For this reason, then, hath it pleased 
God to laugh to scorn the vaunted powers 
of human intellect when unsubjected to 
divine teaching, by aflfording to man such 
glimpses of his power, such partial reve- 
lation of himself and his works, as may 
put to confusion the wisdom of the wise 
and the understanding of the prudent, 
when they attempt, in their own strength. 
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to search out the Almighty to perfection. 
Thus must they acknowledge, that the 
weakness of God is stronger than men, 
and the foolishness of God wiser than 
men ; so that no flesh may glory in his 
presence. ^ 

Lastly, I observe, that this conceal- 
ment on the part of the Almighty, is also 
of the most consoling and cheering effect, 
and thus tends to the glory of God. 

For what can be more cheering to the 
mind amidst all the trials of the world, 
than the consideration of the mysterious 
presence of our Saviour God in all the 
afiliction of his people ? Does not the re- 
membrance that he is able to save to the 
uttermost, that his power is unlimited, 
that he is every where and at all times 
present, fill us with greater trust, and 
confidence, and joy, than if his nature 
were such as we could fully understand ? 

What subject of contemplation more 
cheering than the love of God ? And is 

> 1 Cor. i. 28, 29. 

E 2 
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not this delight increased by the fact, 
that it is a love which passeth know- 
ledge; the length, and breadth^ ^n^ 
depth, and height of which, we neitheo' 
do nor can understand ? 

What more reviving to the hopes, of 
the desponding sinner than the declara- 
tion, that the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin. Would this doc- 
trine be more consoling were it less mys- 
terious and sublime ? 

Again, is it not the hope of glory which 
animates the Christian to run with pa- 
tience the race set before him, and to 
press towards the mark of his high call- 
ing.* Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, is indeed joyful tidings for God's 
redeemed people ; but say, is the joy in- 
creased or diminished by the addition, we 
know not what we shall be. Cheerless 
and comfortless would be the heaven 
which man could frame for himself; 
gross, and unearthly, and carnal that bliss 

I 1 John iii. 1. 
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of which our present grovelling minds 
could form a full and complete idea. 
Far different is the heaven which God 
hath prepared for them that love him ; 
far, far exceeding all that eye hath seen, 
or ear hath heard, or that heart hath 
conceived, are the glories of God's celes- 
tial paradise; far, far beyond all that 
human intellect can grasp while encir- 
cled by the flesh. ^* We know not as 
yet what we shall be ;" is it not suffi- 
cient that we are assured of the never- 
failing crown reserved for us above ? Is 
it not, in fact, more cheering, more en- 
rapturing to know that the joys of heaven 
far exceed our present powers of compre- 
hension, than if we could accurately de- 
fine, and measure, and explain every 
particular item of that weight of glory 
which is hereafter to be revealed ? 

Let us, then, with reverence and humi- 
lity bow down at the footstool of our 
God, and submit our understandings to 
his divine teaching. Let us ever bear in 



78 SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

mind, that our duties are plain and ex- 
press. Repentance towards God, faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with our 
God. Here is no concealment, no mys- 
tery ; as for the rest, * * Secret things be- 
long to the Lord our God."^ But though 
^^ clouds and darkness are round about 
him, mercy and truth are still the habi- 
tation of his seat."* 

1 Deut. zxix. 29. ' Is. xc?ii. 2. 
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SERMON IV. 

THE CREDIBILITY AND SUFFICIENCY OF 
THE WITNESSES OF THE RESURRECTION 
OF JESUS. 

(Preached at the Parish Church of Prestwich, on 
the Morning of Easter-day, 1832.) 

Acts x. 40, 41. 

Him God raised up the third day, and 
showed him openly y not to all the 
PEOPLE, hut unto witnesses^ chosen be- 
fore of God, even unto us, who did eat 
and drink with him after he rose from 
. the dead. 

If it be true (as I believe it is) that pre- 
sent joy is heightened by the remem- 
brance of previous and recent depression, 
and that the heart is then best prepared 
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for the reception of tidingd of glculiiess, 
when it has experienced heaviiusasJand 
sorrow, then, my brethren, oar ibdings 
this morning ought to be of the mos^ 
lively and joyous description. Dnring 
the whole of the past week we ba'Te ac* 
companied the church in her pious and 
salutary visit to the scene of our blessed 
Redeemer's passion and death : there we 
beheld him who we hoped was to redeem 
Israel, delivered into the hands of wicked 
men ; abused and insulted by the wanton 
mockery of the heathen soldiers ; pursued 
by the fierce and bitter enmity of his own 
countrymen; denied by one disciple; 
betrayed by another ; abandoned by all. 
We followed him to Calvary ; and with 
the assembled multitude we stood behold- 
ing his mortal agonies. The earth and 
the rocks, less obdurate than the hearts 
of his persecutors, quaked and rent as 
the innocent victim committed his sinless 
spirit into the hands of his Father. We 
saw him taken from the cross, and laid 
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in the sepulchre ; we saw the stone rolled 
to the mouth of the tomb ; the seal affixed 
to make all sure; the guard placed to 
prevent all possibility of the body being 
removed : we remembered that it was for 
us and for our sins that he was thus 
mocked and insulted, and betrayed ; that 
he was thus crucified, dead, and buried ; 
and like the spectators at Calvary, we 
smote on our breasts and returned. 

This morning I come no more to make 
you sad with the relation of his sufferings 
and death : but I come before you as the 
herald of joyful tidings : 

He is risen ! He is risen ! 

Yes, he who was seen to expire on the 
cross ; he who was laid in the tomb, hath 
broken the laws of death. The stone is 
removed ; the guards have retreated with 
dismay ; the tomb hath lost its occupant. 
** He is not here — he is risen, as he said." 

Now the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
being the foundation of all our hopes, 
(since "if Christ be not risen our faith 

£ 5 



82 CREDIBILITY OF THE WITNESSES 

is vain") it is of the utmost importance 
that the evidence of that fact should be 
clear and unimpeachable; should rest, 
not on vague and uncertain report, but 
. on the solemn and decisive testimony of 
competent judges and unexceptionable 
eye witnesses. Such we confidently assert 
to be the case. ^^ Him hath Grod raised 
up, and showed him openly ; not to all 
the people, but unto witnesses chosen be- 
fore of God, even unto us who did eat and 
drink with him after he rose from the 
dead." 

jSim God raised up, and showed him 
openly, but not to all the people. And 
why not to all the people ? Why was it ? 
Since the fact of the resurrection was ne* 
cessary to be known and believed by all, 
on the ground of their trust in Christ as 
a proof that he was not a deceiver of the 
people — why was not the resurrection as 
public an affair as the crucifixion ? Why 
did he not make himself as public afler 
his rising from the dead, as he had done 
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befote ? Why did he not appear in the 
city? in the temple? and afford to all 
who wished, the means of satisfying them- 
«elve. by personal inspection, of the re- 
ality of his rising from the dead ? This 
is the point to which I wish at present to 
call your attention, and I shall endeavour 
to show, 

I. That the testimony of these chosen 
witnesses is sufficient and unexception- 
able. 

II. That a more public manifestation, 
whateveT might have been the effect of it 
on that gene^tion, would have tended to 
Weaken, or at least embarrass, the evi- 
dence of the resurrection in all succeeding 
times. 

III. Assign a few special reasons why 
Jesus was manifested to chosen witnesses 
only, and not to all the people. 

1st* t am to show the sufficiency of 
these dhosen witnesses. 

They were those who had known him 
long and intimately ; they had been with^ 
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him during his ministry ; he chose them 
before for this very purpose that the 
proofs of his miracles, and especially of 
his resurrection, might not rest on uncer- 
tain rumours, on the testimony of a vast 
number of persons who could each of them 
speak only to one circumstance or so, and 
whose character could not so easily be 
enquired into ; but at the very commence- 
ment of his ministry, he selected these 
men to be with him, and to be witnesses 
of his mighty works. Now these men 
having for three years been in the habit 
of seeing him constantly, having followed 
him in his various journeys, could not 
but have an accumte and perfect know- 
ledge of him ; they could not be deceived 
with respect to his person ; there could 
be no manner of uncertainty with them 
whether the person they saw after the re- 
surrection wa. die same person with whom 
they had consorted so long previously. 
His appearance, his voice, his manner, 
must all have been familiar to them. No 
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man could have succeeded in imposing 
upon such witnesses. Surely then these 
intimate companions of the Saviour were 
of all men the most proper to be the wit- 
nesses of his resurrection. 

2dly, Again, the numher of these chosen 
witnesses was amply sufficient, more than 
sufficient to establish any fact. Had there 
been but one or two witnesses, had he 
appeared to one disciple only, there might 
have been ground for suspecting some 
mistake or delusion. But he was seen 
not only by the eleven apostles, but also 
by the women who came to the sepulchre ; 
by Mary Magdalen, by five hundred per- 
sons at once in Gklilee ; so that, although 
he did not show himself to all the people, 
he showed himself to a number more than 
sufficient to establish the truth of his re- 
surrection. 

3dly, Again, consider the frequency 
with which Jesus manifested himself to 
these chosen witnesses. They saw him 
— ^not once merely, not indistinctly, but 
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frequently. They conversed with him ; 
they felt and handled him ; they did 
eat and drink with him, after he rose 
from the dead. Eleven distinct appear- 
ances of Christ after his resurrection arc 
recorded in the New Testament ; so that 
there were abundant opportunities for the 
disciples to satisfy themselves of the re- 
ality of his being risen from the dead. 

Observe also the doubt and catrtion 
manifested by the apostles ; their unwil- 
lingness to believe a circumstance so ex- 
traordinary as the resurrection of one 
from the dead, notwithstanding the pre- 
dictions of their Lord and Master previ- 
ous to his passion. They do not seem to 
have been prepared for his resurrection, 
when he appeared to the two disciples on 
their journey to Emmaus ; they were full 
of doubt and despondency. Nor was it 
till he had opened to them the scriptures, 
that they were prepared for that manifes- 
tation, which took place at the breaking 
of bread. 
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The same evening, when he appeared 
to the eleven at Jerusalem, standing in 
the midst of them, saying, ** Peace^ be 
imto you," they were terrified, supposing 
they had seen a spirit. '^ But," saith he, 
^ ' behold my hands and my feet that it is 
I myself ; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones as ye see me have ;" and when even 
this scarcely satisfied their incredulity, he 
saith unto them, ^^Have ye any meat, 
and he took^ and did eat before them."' 
Again, when St. Thomas, having been 
absent at a former interview, refused to 
believe the testimony of his brother apos- 
tles, Jesus himself appeared, and com- 
manded him to satisfy himself by exa- 
mining the wounds in his hands and his 
side. 

All this shows that these chosen wit- 
nesses were any thing but over credu- 
lous ; and that they believed the truth of 
Christ's resurrection, not upon report, but 

* Luke xxiv. 36. 

2 John xxi. 5 ; Luke xxiv. 4 1 . 
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only after the most irresistible evidence, 
not of one sense only, but of all their 
senses. 

Again, consider the circumstances un- 
der which this testimony was given. 

They did not keep it secret for years, 
and publish it when direct reftitation would 
have been more difficult; nor did they 
go to distant cities or countries to spread 
the first report of this wonderful transac- 
tion ; but within a few days of the event, 
in the very city where they affirmed it 
took place, before the very persons who 
had beheld him dead, and witnessed, per- 
haps, his burial, did they declare his re- 
surrection. Now if their enemies could 
have contradicted their statements, why 
did they not ? why did^ they not at once 
settle the matter, by producing the dead 
body; or at least bringing forth the 
guards to bear witness that the sepulchre 
had been broken open, and the body 
removed. 

Again,- remember that the doctrine of 
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tbeiretaroeotibn was preached not in ac- 
Q^f daniCe with the popular taste, not as a 
doctrine which either did please, or was 
libslyto^fiiaiise the Jewish people or their 
Roman mooters, but in direct defiance of 
tbein conunands and threats . They gained 
Mi)£iD7(Niir by their doctrine ; but, on the 
contrary, they met with nothing but en* 
Hkity,. and persecution, and torture, and 
d^ath. They were cast into prison ; they 
received scoui^ngs ; they were stoned ; 
they were thrown to wild beasts; or 
perished by yet more horrid and linger- 
ing, deaths. Still they one and all per- 
sisted in the declaration that Jesus who was 
enicified, with whom, previous to his cru- 
cifixion, they had lived for years on terms 
of intimacy, did, on the third day, rise 
from the dead ; that they had seen, heard, 
felt, examined him ; had eaten and drunk 
with him, not once, but frequently ; not 
oiiione day only, but during the space of 
forty days after his resurrection. 

Cant you imagine any description of 
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men better qualified to be witnesses of his 
resurrection, than men who had such 
abundant opportunities of knowing him 
both before and after that event? Can 
you imagine any circumstances more un- 
exceptionable, more calculated to prevent 
any thing like fraud or collusion, than 
those under which their testimony was 
delivered ? But perhaps it may still be 
urged that, granting the sufficiency and 
the unexceptionable character of these 
chosen witnesses, a more public and uni-» 
versal manifestation would have removed 
every objection, and would have been 
likely to have produced a more universal 
conviction and a more permanent esta- 
blishment of the christian faith. I pro- 
ceed, therefore, in the second place, to 
vindicate the wisdom of God in showing 
Christ after his resurrection to chosen 
witnesses only and not to all the people. 

I do not mean to assert that the ap- 
pearance of Jesus Christ after his re- 
surrection to the whole Jewish people, 
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would not have been an additional evi- 
dence to them. The question is, what 
effect such appearance would have had 
on the general evidence of Christianity 
in other times, and to other people ; 
Christianity being intended not for that 
people or time only, but for all times, and 
for all persons. 

Before we enter into this question, let 
me observe, that an opportunity was 
afforded to all sincere inquirers after the 
truth, of satisfying themselves with re- 
spect to his resurrection, by his appear- 
ance in Gralilee. He had, previously to 
his crucifixion, announced his intention 
of going before them into Gralilee. All 
therefore who sincerely wished to be con- 
vinced of the truth of his resurrection, 
had an opportunity of doing so ; an op^ 
portunity which persons, to the number 
of five hundred, appear to have em- 
braced. 

Now let us suppose, that after his re- 
surrection Jesus, instead of appearing to 



92 CREDIBILITY OP THE WITNESSES 

his disciples, and to them only, had made 
his public appearance in Jerusalem, ai^d 
during the forty days intervening IVoto 
his resurrection to his ascension, had 
given the whole nation full opportuiiilti^ 
of seeing him, hearing him, and Con^ew- 
ing with him, as he did before his cruci- 
fixion. 

Such public appearance would have 
produced universal conviction, or it would 
not. 

First, let us suppose that by this open 
manifestation, the rulers and all the peo* 
pie had been led to retract their former 
enmity, and to confess him as the Mes- 
siah . Would this general conviction have 
been an additional evidence to us? I 
think not. This increase in the number 
of witnesses, by lessening the responsi- 
bility of each, would have diluted the 
evidence, by dispersing it over a larger 
surface. It would have reduced tbere- 
surrection to the level of one of those 
legendary marvels which every one be- 
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lieves, because no one has examined. 
And when we consider how easily a mar- 
v^Upus report gains credit when it falls 
in with, the prevailing taste, and how 
Jtiw^hmen are led on by one another, 
thef^ WQuld have been but little weight 
in this. general conviction ; for men may 
easily be mistaken in the person of one 
they have seen but seldom, and it would 
have been but few, comparatively, who 
would even then have believed upon the 
testimony of others. 

And convincing as such a proof might 
have been to that nation, and at that 
time, yet in the next generation, and in 
other countries, the proof would have de- 
pended upon testimony even as at pre- 
sent : the number of witnesses indeed 
being greater, but their claims to credi- 
bility proportionably less. We should 
have then said, this general persuasion 
piores nothing ; this may be only a popu- 
-lar delusion. Bring forward the dis- 
ciples, the companions of Jesus, the men 
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that were with him day after day ; these 
are the persons to prove his identity. 
But the testimony of these disciples would, 
in such a case, have been deprived of 
almost all its value : it would have been 
argued, that this universal consent was a 
strong proof that the whole was artifice 
and imposture. The Roman government 
would have considered it a mere pre- 
tence for rebelling against their autho- 
rity, and would have been therefore more 
steeled against conviction. The apostles 
would have stood forward as leading on 
their countrymen to revolt, or setting up 
Jesus against Caesar. The disciples, it 
would be said, invented the story to serve 
their own purposes, and their firmness 
was only the obstinacy of men engaged 
in an unsuccessful enterprise. From the 
Romans they might have experienced 
persecution, but in how diflPerent a light 
should we view their suflPerings. They 
would have died attesting that which 
their countrymen joined in asserting; 
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and we should have been at a loss whether 
to attribute their firmness and constancy 
to the desire of freeing their country from 
a foreign yoke, or to a sincere love of 
truth. There would, in a word, be rea- 
son to doubt, whether the apostles had 
died as religious martyrs, or merely as 
political agitators. 

It was however the will of God that 
every thing belonging to our faith should 
stand on the surest grounds; that every 
circumstance should be thoroughly sifted 
and examined ; and, therefore, the apos- 
tles were wisely exposed to such uni- 
versal persecution, as to refute at once the 
suspicion of political or interested motives ; 
as to take away all disposition to en- 
large or exaggerate the relation, in order 
to gain favour or reputation. Christi- 
anity was to prove itself of God, not by 
meeting with immediate acceptance, but 
by standing firm amidst the most violent 
persecution, and wading through seas of 
blood to universal dominion. 
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But are we sure that such universal 
belief would have followed the public un- 
reserved manifestation of the risen Jesus 
to the whole nation ? There is reason to 
fear that they who attributed his miracles 
to the power of the devil, and took coun- 
sel to destroy him, because he raised Laza- 
rus from the dead, would not have been 
convinced even by his own resurrection. 
They would have declared it was a spec- 
tre ; the effect of magic ; they would 
perhaps audaciously have denied the iden- 
tity of the person ; and here would have 
been a triumph for unbelievers of all 
future ages, I do not say that this incre- 
dulity of the Jews would have been an 
unanswerable argument against the tes- 
timony of the disciples ; but it must be 
allowed that it would have embarrassed 
the Christian evidences, and thrown an 
additional impediment in the way of con- 
viction. It would be said^ the disciples 
had entered into a conspiracy to deceive 
the people, by procuring some one to re- 
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present Jesus ; but that the artifice had 
been discovered, and the counterfeit ex- 
posed. 

Thus, then, I think it will appear, that 
the manifestation of Jesus to all the peo- 
ple, whether we suppose such manifesta- 
tion to have been followed by universal 
conviction or not, would have weakened 
and embarrassed the evidences of the re- 
surrection, by diminishing the responsi- 
bility of the apostles, and subjecting their 
motives to unjust suspicion. 

Since then it appears that the more 
public manifestation of Jesus would have 
been for the advantage of that generation 
only, we may proceed to observe, that 
the Jews, by their unbelief and wicked 
contempt of the Son of Grod, had render- 
ed themselves totally unworthy of any 
further exhibitions of mercy towards 
them. They needed not his public ap- 
pearance after his resurrection to convince 
them of his claims to be the Messiah. For 
three years he had been daily among 
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them, working the greatest yariety of 
miracles, which though they Qould not 
deny, they refused to receive as proo&'Of 
his being the long-expected Redeemer. 
Sick he had healed with a word, though 
their diseases were such as to baffle all 
human skill ; to the blind he had given 
sight ; to the dumb speech ; the dead he 
had restored to life in the presence 'of 
friends and enemies : still they hardened 
their hearts, and would not believe. **He 
casteth out devils by Beelzebub, the 
prince of the devils."^ '' Say we not 
well, that thou hast a devil and art 
mad,"^ said they on another occasion. 
Only a few days since they had delivered 
him to Pilate ; ransacked the city for 
false witnesses ; had been instant with 
loud voices demanding his crucifixion ; 
had cried, '^ Away with this man, and 
release unto us Barabbas;" had stood 
around his cross, and mocked his dying 
groans, and insulted his agonies with 

< Matt. XV. 24 s John x. 20. 
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curses and reproaches ! And were these 
the people to whom he was to ap- 
pear after his resurrection ? Were these 
deserving of further evidence ? No ; the 
measure of their iniquity was now full ; 
their day of grace was rapidly drawing 
to a close; they had rejected their 
Saviour ; they had crucified their King ; 
and now he justly leaves them to hard- 
ness of heart. They refused to give ear 
to the things which concerned their peace, 
and now they are hid from their eyes. 

Lastly, I remark, such public manifes- 
tation would have been derogatory to the 
character of the risen Redeemer. 

For man's sin he had consented to be- 
come man ; to make an atonement for 
transgressions, he did not refuse to 
humble himself even unto death ; for our 
sakes he voluntarily endured the re- 
proaches, and insults, the scourging, the 
shame, and the cross ; he bore long with 
the malice and rage of his cruel perse- 
cutors ; and ' ^ as a lamb before her 

f2 
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shearers is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth/' But '* it is finished;" the re- 
demption of man is accomplished — ^the 
day of the Saviour's humiliation is at an 
end— he rises from the tomb — no more 
' ' a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief — no more '^ the very scorn of mea, 
and an outcast from the people ;" but, 
though still encompassed in human form, 
he assumes the majesty and dignity of 
the Son of God. True, for forty days 
he consents to prolong his stay upon 
earth, in order to assure his disci- 
ples of the reality of his resurrection ; 
but even in his intercourse with these 
chosen witnesses, there is an air of ma- 
jesty, far removed from that unrestrained 
and familiar intercourse, which he per- 
mitted during his humiliation. " Touch 
me not, for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father,"^ is his language to Mary Mag- 
dalene at the sepulchre. After making 
himself known to the two disciples at Em^ 

1 John XX. 17. 
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mau^, ill the solemn breaking of bread, 
he immediately vanished out of their 
sig^ht.^ He appears no longer to have 
had any residence upon earth ; but con- 
tinually, from time to time, appeared 
atmong his disciples in a manner sudden 
and unexpected, and probably super- 
natural. Let any one peruse the gospel 
account of our Saviour after his resur- 
rection, and I think he will not fail to 
perceive, that while he manifests towards 
his disciples the utmost love and conde- 
scension, there is something extremely 
majestic and divine in his manner. His 
directions to them are more concise and 
authoritative ; there is something which 
awes them into respect and silence. 

When Thomas is convinced of his Sa- 
viour's identity,* he exclaims, " My Lord 
and my God :" when he wrought a miracle 
for the confirmation of their faith, it is 
added, '' None of them durst ask him, 
Who art thou ? knowing it was the Lord.'' 

2 Luke xxiv. 51. ^ John xx. 27. 
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When Peter, kher 3 ems had fore^amed 
him of the martyrdom he dh6tild atter^ 
wards suffer, presuming perhaps upon his 
former familiarity, puts to hinfn the qn^ 
tion concerning John, *' Lard, what shal! 
this man do?*' the answer is of a kind 
to repress all improper familiarity with 
him : '^ If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee ? Follow thou 
me."^ In like manner when, just before 
his ascension, the disciples, struck per- 
haps with the increased dignity and ma- 
jesty of his appearance and manner, de- 
mand, ^^ Lord, wilt thou at this time re- 
store again the kingdom to Israel ? It is 
not for you," says he, '* to know the times 
or the seasons which the Father hath 
put in his own power f but tarry ye at 
Jerusalem, till ye be endued with power 
from on high.'* 

Such being the dignified character of 
the risen Redeemer, I contend that it 
would have been inconsistent with that 

1 John xxi. 21, 22. 2 Acts. i. 6. 
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dignity, agaiu to expose himself to the 
mdiice mA unbelief of the Jews. Their 
seora >and. imvXt he had botne during his 
hmoUiatCom, as part of the cup which his 
]7fttber had giyen him to drink ; but the 
$dme> conduct repeated to him after his 
Hesurrectioiii, would have called down 
Upbn them that fierceness of the divine 
wrath^ which it was his will to suspend 
for yet a few years, that they might, even 
at the eleventh hour, repent and be 
saved. 

I have thus endeavoured to show that 
the manifestation of Jesus Christ after his 
resurrection to chosen witnesses only, and 
not to all the people, is no objection to 
the credibility of the narrative : that the 
testimony of these witnesses is amply suffi- 
cient, and would not have had additional 
strength, but the contrary, from a more 
public exhibition. 

Let us then beware how on this, or 
any other subject connected with divine 
revelation, we hastily acknowledge an 
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objection to be valid, because it happens 
to be plausible. But let us well weigh 
and examine the apostolic narratives ; 
and the more earnest, and diligent, and 
impartial is that examination, the more 
convinced will every one be that the his- 
tory of the life, death, and resurrection 
of our blessed Saviour, is not a cunningly- 
devised fable, but the genuine and au- 
thentic history of one who was the Son 
of God, the Saviour of the world, and 
the Author of eternal life. 
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SERMON v.* 

THE COMMISSION OF THE MINISTERS OF 
CHRIST, AND THE RELATIVE DUTIES OF 
PASTOR AND PEOPLE. 

Sermon for the Third Sunday in Advent. 

PART I. 

1 Cor. iv. 1. 

Lict a man so account of tis as of the 
ministers of Christy as stewards of the 
mysteries of God, 

The epistle for this day directs our atten- 
tion to the nature of the ministerial office, 

* Preached at the opening of the organ at St. 
Andrew's^ Manchester, July 1832 ; and at the church 
and college of St Bees, on Dec. 14, 1834, being the 
Third in Advent. 

The two occasions on which this semion was deli- 

f5 
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and the estimation in which that 'office 
ought to be held by the chtitoha* large, 

» I »/ # ■ 

vered, are here noticed^ inasmuch as they mty accbant 
for some of the topics introdxiced : in the tociitttiuite 
heing called to preach to a newly-formed coi^egaMf>p> 
the author thought it not unsuitahle to direct the at- 
tention of his hearers to the reciprocal obligations and 
duties of a minister and his flock toward each other. 
On the second occasion^ preaching to a congregation, 
many of whom were students in divinity, and some of 
them on the verge of ordination, he was indoced to 
dwell more briefly on the above-mentioned topics and 
to substitute a concluding address to those about to 
enter upon the sacred ofl^ce, in terms which would have 
been unsuitable if addressed to an ordinaiy congrega- 
tion. In the present volume both portions hare been 
retained, as the discourse is thereby rendered more 
complete, and the author hopes these few lines of ob- 
servation will be suflGlcient to remove any charge of pre- 
sumption which might otherwise have been laid against 
him. 

The substance of these sermons was also preached 
at Prestwich, March 24, 1833, in commemoration of 
an event which will be long remembered in that parish, 
viz. the completion of the fiftieth year of the in- 
cumbency of the respected Rector, the Rev. James 
Lyon, M. A. 
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feorf iwhQ$6 cotnfovt a(Qd edification it lias 
be^n . instituted. In the gospel foe the 
day, we have also been called upon to 
cpntemplate. the character of that great 
forerunner of our Lord who was to pre- 
pate th^ way before him by the preaching 
of repentance, thus fitting his hearers to 
partake of the blessings of the approach- 
ing " kingdom of heaven ;" at the same 
time^ the Collect for the day teaches us 
to address our prayers to our now exalted 
and glorified Redeemer, and to entreat, 
that as the Baptist was made the honored 
instrument of preparing the hearts and 
minds jof the Jews for the first coming of 
the Son of God ; so those whom he has 
now called to the oflSce of declaring his 
gospel to the wprld, may, like John, so 
faithfully fulfil the same, that at the se- 
cond advent of their Saviour and their 
Judge, they may be accounted faithful 
stewards of his mysteries, and together 
with the people committed to their 
charge, receive the rewards promised to 
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those who have believed and obeyed the 
gospeL 

It appears then to be the intention of 
the church to lead us this day to meditate 
on the oflGice and duties of the ministeors 
of the gospel ; and when we call to mind 
that this is one of those seasons, which 
by the canons of the church and the prac- 
tice of antiquity, have been specially set 
apart for the ordination of persons to the 
sacred orders of priests and deacons ; I 
think it cannot be unsuitable to the pre- 
sent season, nor to the circumstances of 
many I am now addressing, if from the 
passage before us, (which the church her- 
self has selected for our meditation,) I 
venture to offer a few remarks upon the 
ministerial commission, and the reci- 
procal duties of the pastor and people. 

There is, indeed, scarcely any subject 
upon which a Christian minister finds it 
so difficult to address his hearers, as upon 
those subjects connected with his own 
character and ofiice ; rather, much rather 
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would he leave it to the serious and in- 
telligent portion of his flock, to examine 
for themselves the scripture account of 
the nature and duties of the Christian 
priesthood, than unnecessarily incur the 
suspicion of wishing to magnify and exalt 
himself, when his only aim and desire 
ought to be to magnify and exalt his di- 
vine Master, who hath called him to 
minister in his church. But as without 
a correct notion of the commission and 
duties of their pastor, the flock cannot be 
expected rightly to appreciate and esteem 
his ministrations and character, it be- 
comes expedient and necessary that their 
attention should occasionally be directed 
to these subjects, in order that they may 
correctly understand, and conscientiously 
fulfil, the obligations imposed on them as 
members of Christ's family, ^ ' the church 
purchased with his own blood.'* 

And surely there never was a time 
when the frequent discussion of such topics 
was more indispensably necessary than at 
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pceeent ; wlien the ohiireh of Odd dsiab^ 
lished in these realms, founded as* she is 
upon the apostles and prophets, and' dh* 
playing herself as the pillar and ground 
of the truths is surrounded byoenemies 
anxious to seize every opportunity of over^ 
throwing by force, or undermining by 
subtlety, her sacred and time-honoured in- 
stitutions, when it is to be feared that 
numbers even amongst those who admire, 
and love, and venerate her public ser- 
vices, and are ready .to stand forward as 
champions in her defence, are too apt to 
consider our church in no other light than 
as a secty professing doctrine more pure, 
blessed with a more admirable and effective 
mode of worship, than those other sects 
with which this country so unhappily 
abounds, and therefore justly meriting 
their preference and attachment : where- 
as she claims to be considered as the 
church of Christ, founded by him, deriv- 
ing her authority in uninterrupted suc- 
cession from the apostles of Jesus ; from 
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^rbidi bhul'ch no man can separate ^th-^ 
out mourring the guilt of s6hism and 
rebellion against the ordinance of God. 
So'fexjas respects this country, she claims 
to be considered as part of that one catho^ 
Uo and {xpostolic church j'' to which Christ 
pitomised his blessing and his presence ; 
and agsansft which he has assured us, the 
gates of hell shall not prevail so as effectu- 
ally to subvert or destroy it. 

From the words of the text I propose to 
consider, with as much brevity as the 
subject will permit ; 

I. The nature of the ministerial com- 
mission ; or what is necessary to constitute 
a man a minister of Christ. 

II. The duties which that commission 
implies. 

in. The claims which, in consequence 
of this commission, they have upon the 
flock amongst whom God has called them 
to minister. 

I. First, then, let us inquire what is ne- 
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cessaiy to coosiitate a man ' ' a minister 
of Christ ?" 

What is the tenor of the Scriptures ? 
do they represent the Christian ministry 
as an office which any one may at plea- 
sure assume? or do they intimate the 
necessity of a r^ular commission from 
some constituted authority ? and, if so, 
where is that authority to be found ? 
Here let us take notice of the terms em- 
ployed to designate the Christian priest- 
hood. They are ministers of Christ;^ 
they are stewards of Grod's household ;- 
they are shepherds of Christ's flock ;^ they 
are labourers in Christ's vineyard ;* they 
are watchmen over the heritage of God ;* 
they are builders of his church f lastly, 
they are ambassadors for Christ;^ "as 

» 1 Cor. iii. 5 ; iv. 1. 2 Cor. iii. 6 ; vi. 4 ; xi, 23. 

* Titus i. 7. 3 Zech. x. 3. Ezek. xxxiv, 2, 
8, 10. John xxi. 15 — 17. 1 Peter v. 2—4. 

* Matt. ix. 37. Imke x. 2, 38. 1 Cor. iii. 9. 

* Ezek. iii. 17. Isa, Ivi. 10. 

6 1 Cor. iii. 10 Col. ii. 7. 

7 Jer. xlix. 14. Eph. vi. 20. 2 Cor. v. 20. 
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thotrgh God," (says the apostle,) ** did 
beseech you by us, we pray you in 
Christ's stead be ye reconciled to Grod." 

By all these terms is the oflBce of the 
miniBtry designated in the Scriptures; 
and the inference I wish to draw from 
them is this, that all these terms neces- 
sarily imply a commission, derived from 
some competent authority. A minister or 
servant, a steward or labourer, necessarily 
pre-supposes a master ; nay, more than 
that, it implies, that the master has 
actually hired, engaged, or commissioned^ 
the servant to perform the work about 
which heisemployed ; otherwise, although 
he may make himself mightily busy, and 
boast loudly of his activity, his disinter- 
estedness, his zeal ; yet is he no servant, 
no appointed steward, no regularly hired 
labourer ; but will be far more likely to 
be disgraced and punished for his oflBicious 
and unwelcome intrusion, than to be re- 
warded for his services. 

Again, to constitute a man an ambassa- 
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dor, a conmdssion from his sovereign is 
absokitely necessary, unaccompanied/ by 
which he cannot be received or alh>wed 
to act as an ambassador. 

All these expressions then intimate); 
that in order* to constitute any mail a 
minister of Christ, something more is 
necessary than his own will and inclina^ 
tion so to be ; they intimate that hiB 
commission must be derived from stme 
competent authority ; — some authority 
satisfactory, not only to himself, but also 
open, and evident, and acknowledged by 
the church at large. 

The next subject of inquiry then must 
be, where is this power and authority to 
be found ? 

Some pei*sons, indeed, take upon them 
to assert, that no other commission or 
authority is necessary, than a certain 
inward call^ or persuasion on their own 
minds, that God has appointed them to 
be his ministers. Now I, by no means^ 
intend to deny that God can, if he please, 
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SO work upon the mind by his Spirit, as 
m&y *s«ifficiently convince the indiTidual 
df the reality of a divine commission. I 
think there is also danger of his mistaking 
the isuggestions of his own heart for the 
inspiration of God's Spirit. But, allowing 
this inward call to be perfectly satisfactory 
to the person who is the subject of it ; 
the question is, how is he to satisfy others 
respecting the reality of it ? must the 
ohurch receive him as the accredited am- 
bassador of Christ upon his own bare 
assertion ? is there no possibility., or pro- 
bability, of deceit or imposture ? For my 
dw*n part, I do not scruple to assert, that 
I know of no other satisfactory method 
of proving the reality of an inward call, 
or commission to act as the minister of 
Christ, except the working of miracles : 
then, indeed, I may acknowledge the 
person so gifted to be sent of God ; 
then I may listen to him as the accredited 
ambassador of the Most High ; but with- 
out this test, I cannot rest satisfied with 
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merely his own assertion of his call, inas- 
much as he may possibly be the weak 
deceiver of himself, or the wicked and 
intentional deceiver of others.* 

Since, then, it appears that an inward 
call, however satisfactory and desirable it 
may be for the individual, cannot be suf- 
ficient for the conviction of others, it 
follows that some outward call must also be 
necessary, before any one can be received 
and acknowledged as the minister of Christ ; 

* In order to obviate, if possible, any misconcep- 
tion on tbis part of the subject, I wish the reader to 
understand that it is not my intention to deny the ex- 
istence, or undervalue the importance of being " tji- 
wardly called'' to the sacred office; every candidate 
for orders in the Catholic church in this country de- 
clares that he trusts he is inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghost to take upon himself the office of a deacon 
in the church of God, and doubtless this is a declaration 
which calls for serious and strict examination on the 
part of the candidate ; but what I contend for is, that 
this inward call cannot of itself be sufficient authority^ 
and that if it were, the individual who is the subject of 
it is not a sufficient and competent judge. 
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and since it is evident that God does not 
call men to serve at his altar by voices from 
heaven, or by any other miraculous inter- 
positions, we can only look for this outward 
eciU in some direction or order left by 
Christ to his church, or in the opinions and 
practice of the earliest and apostolic ages. 
Some have indeed contended that a call 
or invitation from the church at large, or 
from the lay members of any particular 
congregation is sufficient authority for 
a person to take upon himself the sacred 
office. In answer to this it mav be stated 
very briefly, that no instance of such cus- 
tom can be discovered in the first ages of 
Christianity, nor any warrant for the 
practice be deduced from the writings of 
the apostles or fathers ; and that the terms 
employed in Scripture to designate the 
Christian ministry, are evidently unsuit- 
able to such a state of things ; inasmuch as 
for a flock to appoint the shepherd, the 
household to elect its steward, the vine- 
yard to hire the labourer, the building to 
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give authority to the builder ; or for the 
ambassador to receive his commission and 
authority, not from him who sends, but 
from those to whom he is sent— are things 
so diametrically opposed to the opinions 
and customs of all mankind, as at once to 
show, that when such terms are used to 
denote the Christian ministry, they must 
imply the total incompetency of merely 
popular election or appointment to invest 
any man with the character of God's am- 
bassador, or authorize him to preach the 
word or administer the sacraments and 
ordinances of the church. 

When, however, we turn to the New 
Testament, we find that our Redeemer 
did not leave his church without provid- 
ing for the regular succession of duly 
authorized teachers. He chose out twelve 
apostles ; to these he gave authority to 
declare the good tidings of salvation and 
to call men to repentance in his name. 
These were commissioned to preach the 
gospel to all nations ; to every creature 



THE MINISTERS OF CHRIST. 119 

UDtder heaven : a commission which it is 
evident they could not in their own per- 
acms fuUy execute, unless they had also 
be^n exempted from the ordinary lot of 
humanity—^ death. Accordingly, we find 
these apostles conveying to others the 
coiUmission which they themselves had 
received immediately from Christ ; and 
this they do, not as though it weve a 
matter of no importance, but in the most 
solemn manner by the laying on of hands. 
We read of their ordaining elders in every 
city : we find them cautioning Timothy 
to lay hands suddenly on no man, and 
fully informing him of the qualifications 
necessary for a Christian pastor ; whence 
it is plain that they all along suppose that 
without such solemn laying on of hands, 
no one would presume to enter upon the 
duties, or assume the character of a mi- 
nister of the gospel. Then referring to 
the history of the Christian church, as 
contained in the writings of those who 
lived in immediate succession from the 
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apostfes, we find tkat ike pow6r of con- 
fening (m otliers thig ccmiiiiisftiaii^ -thilS 
authority to minister in hc^y thingd, wtis 
uniformly restricted to a ];^igher anjl pe- 
culiar order, to which the name of bishop 
(at first used in a more extended sense) 
was soon, and has eveY since continued tub 
be confined ; so that there is not a ^ngle 
instance on record of any person being 
ordained to the sacred ofiice of a minister 
of God's word and sacraments in any 
other manner. 

We contend, then, that in order to con- 
stitute any man a minister of Christ, in 
order to give validity and efficacy to his 
ministrations, he must be empowered 
and authorized by the solemn laying on 
of hands of the successors of the apostles 
— the bishops of the Christian church ; 
and that all who are not so authorized 
have no commission to preach the word, 
or administer the sacraments, but (what- 
ever be their character, their attainments, 
their doctrine) are presumptuously thrust- 
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11^ tliemselyes into a semce wheKuvto 
lliey bftve not been called, and are guilty 
<tf.0aying, ^* Thus saith the Lord/' what 
the Lord hath not spoken by them. 

The absolute necessity of this ordina- 
tion notwithstanding any inward — ^nay, 
notwithstanding any outward and mira^ 
colous call, will appear still more clearly 
from the history of the great apostle to 
the Gentiles, St. Paul ; concerning whom 
it is well observed by an able writer,* 
that it was n6t sufficient to authorize 
Paul to preach the word ; that he had 
been struck blind by the immediate 
and supernatural power of God ; that the 
general designs of Providence had been 
expressly communicated to him in a 
vision ; that Ananias had been sent to 
him as a vessel chosen to bear God's name 
before the Gentiles and kings, and the 
children of Israel, to deliver him from 
his blindness. This chosen vessel must 
still be consecrated by men — men must 

* Dr. Hey's Lectures, b, iv. Art. xxUi. § 22. 

G 
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fast and pray over him, and lay hands 
on him, before he could be a legitimate 
preacher of the gospel. fhat person 
must be commissioned by the instrumen- 
tality of meuy who could say of himself, 
that he was an ** apostle not of men, 
neither by men." 

And yet, notwithstanding this necessity 
for a regular ordination in the case of 
St. Paul, supernaturally called to the 
ministry — notwithstanding that the apos* 
ties themselves were not commissioned to 
teach all nations until they had for three 
years been constantly instructed by Jesus 
Christ himself — notwithstanding these 
plain proofs that no man is authorized 
to take upon himself the character and 
office of the Christian minister, without 
being regularly called and ordained there- 
to — we may yet behold persons without 
education, without preparation, despising 
all law and order, setting themselves up 
as ministers of Christ. And they who 
would join in reprobating it as a piece of 
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unheard-of presumption for any man to 
asBum^ the character of an ambassador 
from an earthly monarch without being 
duly authorized, scruple not — without 
cotnmission — without authority — to as- 
sume the titk of an ambassador for th^ 
King of kings, and claim to be received 
as stewards of the mysteries of the Most 
High. 

Having thus briefly explained what is 
necessary to constitute a man a minister 
of Christ, I proceed, in the second place, 
to take a short review of the duties of 
that sacred ofiice. 

These are admirably expressed in our 
ritual for the ordination of priests : — *' To 
act as messengers, watchmen, and stew- 
ards of the Lord ; to teach and to pre- 
monish, to feed and provide for the Lord's 
family ; to seek for Christ's sheep that 
are dispersed abroad, and for his children 
that are in the midst of this naughty 
world, that they may be saved through 
Christ for ever." 

g2 
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The various terms already noticed, as 
descriptive of the Christian ministry, are 
themselves sufficiently expressive of the 
duties of his office. 

As the minister or servant of Jesus 
Christ, he is ever ready to receive and 
execute his Lord's commands. All Chris- 
tian people are indeed the servants of 
God, and bound to perform his will ; but 
the minister of Christ is called in a more 
especial manner to remember, that he is 
not his own master, but has a work given 
him to do which requires the exertion 
of his best powers, which must form the 
chief occupation of his whole life. 

As the messenger or ambassador of 
Christ, commissioned in God's name to 
effect the reconciliation of sinners and 
rebels with their justly offended sovereign, 
it is his duty to state to man the terms on 
which God is willing to receive and pardon 
the guilty, to lay open the gospel scheme 
of salvation, and to urge every argument 
which the Scripture affords to induce men 
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to turn from dead works to serve the 
living God. 

He sets before them the sad estate of 
man by the fall ; shows how a guilty 
world has removed itself far from God ; 
how mankind have rendered themselves 
liable to his anger, and incurred his 
severe displeasure ; — he reminds them of 
the purity, the holiness, the justice of the 
Creator ; shows them that sin cannot but 
be hateful in his sight, that an awful 
sentence has been denounced against the 
workers of iniquity ; and that this sen- 
tence will most surely be executed on all 
who continue in unrepented sin. Then 
he points to one in the likeness of man, 
yet still the Son of God, bleeding, dying, 
on the uplifted cross : the heavens are 
dark, the earth is shaken, and the rocks 
are rent in sunder, as the divine and in- 
nocent victim commends his spirit to his 
Father's hands. To this solemn scene the 
ambassador of Christ refers and exclaims, 
** This, inner, was the awful penalty 
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paid for your transgressions ; this was the 
unspeakable price of your redetuption. 
For you this blood was shed, for you these 
woes were undergone. By all your 'Sa- 
viour's tears and sorrows, by all the in- 
sults and mockeries he received ftmn 
cruel and wicked men, by his agony ia 
Gethsemane, by his cross and thorny 
crown, by his lingering and painful death, 
by the review and remembrance of all 
these, we beseech you, in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled to God. For there is 
none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved, 
but only the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Again, as a shepherd of Christ's flock, 
it is his duty to provide for the instrue* 
tion and spiritual nourishment of those 
lambs of the flock, who have by baptism 
been admitted into the fold, and signed 
with the sacred symbol of the cross ; but 
who, unless carefully trained up, in sound 
doctrine and correct practice, may be 
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snared by the deceits of the enemy, and 
who, therefore, claim the constant care 
and watchfulness of the Christian pastor. 

To all, of every age and station, he 
mnst endeavour to assign their suitable 
portion of spiritual instruction, he must 
at all times endeavour to lead them to 
the green pastures and pure waters of 
gospel truth, that they may be nourished 
and refreshed, and strengthened in faith 
and holiness, until they become fit to be 
removed to the fold of Christ above. 

As the steward of the mysteries of God, 
it is the duty and the privilege of the 
Christian minister to administer those 
sacred ordinances which Christ hath or- 
dained, for the spiritual nourishment and 
support of his people. He is to admit 
the infant disciple to the privileges of the 
new birth by the sacrament of regenera- 
tion or baptism ; and at the altar of God 
he is to offer the prayers of the faithful, 
and to distribute to all who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, the body and 
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blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Lastly, as watchman, and shepherd, 
and steward, it is his business to be ever 
alive to the interests of those committed to 
his care ; not only to instruct them in the 
right path, but to warn and admonish 
them when they go wrong. And this he 
must do plainly, without respect of per- 
sons ; must regulate the matter of his in- 
structions and admonitions, not according 
to the taste and inclinations, but accord- 
ing to the necessities of his flock ; he 
must not say peace, peace, where there 
is no peace ; on the contrary, must he 
scruple to tell them their duty, to dis- 
cover their faults, to rebuke their vices, 
even at the risk of giving offence to 
them. Besides this, he is to be ready to 
comfort the afflicted, to bind up the 
broken hearted, and to pour the balm of 
heavenly consolation into the depressed 
and wounded spirit ; to take his station 
beside the bed of sickness, to endeavour 
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Ix^sAotht and cihiSr the li-oubled i^o^; 't6 
inculcate the necessary but difficiitt les- 
sbUfif '^' {mtietice, submission, and relig- 
IttrtJoa't^ji God's will; to prepare the 
^I'^mbling Spirit for the dread passage to 
«drfrtrity ; to raise the hopes, to exalt the 
fe€l!«;=iti set forth the threatenings or the 
p^oralies of the gospel, as the case may 
rfe^tiir'e, to him who is about to appear at 
the bar of God, to give an account of his 
jpastor's care and his own diligence, in 
nlaking his calling and election sure. 

Such is H brief sketch of the duties 
appertaining to the office of ** the minis- 
ters of Christ, and the stewards of the 
mysteries of God . " Does not the review 
of them tend to impress upon you more 
deepfy, the importance of adhering strictly 
t6 thkfrrill^of apostolical ordination, which 
Cfxit cMtirchhas preserved, and of acknow- 
ledgiti^ none as qualified to perform these 
iisTpoftttk dtities, but' those who have re- 
cbiV^' hei* Action ' and appointnieiff 
Wh6^itidfeted'is ^flffeient ibr-these iJimgs*?^ 

g5 
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will be the exclamation of all who idghtly 
reflect on the subject : and surely for 
any man to rush presumptuously on dilties 
so important, uncalled, to take upon him* 
self so awfiil a responsibility, must argue 
such a want of reverence towards Grod-— 
such overweening confidence in his own 
powers, as would seem almost incredible, 
had we not daily evidence to the contrary. 
Here then, I pause, beseeching such, if 
any such there be, who have hitherto, in 
the excess of our modern fashionable libe- 
rality, been led to think that little or no 
difference exists between the church and 
the conventicle; between the regularly 
ordained minister of Christ, and him who 
has intruded himself, uncalled, into the 
sacred office ; to ponder these things in 
their minds, to consider whether it can be 
a light thing to despise the ordinance of 
God, and follow self-elected leaders ; to 
examine whether there be not a resem- 
blance between such wilful departing from 
the church, and the crime for which Ko- 
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rah and his followers met with such signal 
punishment. 

When we next meet we will resume 
the subject, of which an important part 
still remains to be considered ; in the 
mean time let us all sincerely join in that 
admirable petition of our church, ' ' from 
all false doctrine, heresy, and schism, 
good Lord, deliver us." 
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THE COMMISSION OF THE MINIS:i:£j^, ^QF 
CHRIST, AND THE RELATIVE DVTXB^ OF 
PASTOR AND PEOPLE. 

PART II. 

1 Cor. iv. 1. 

JLet a man so account of tis, as of the 
ministers of Christy and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. 

Having, in the former part of this dis- 
course, shown the importance and nfeoes- 
sity of a regular ordination by the hands 
of the successors of the apostles in order 
to qualify any man for the office of the 
Christian ministry, and having also en- 
deavoured to give a brief description of 
the duties of that office, I now proceed to 
point out what is that line of conduct^ on 
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the part of the congregation, which may 
be considered as fulfilling the exhortation 
of the apostle in the text of ' ^ accounting 
of us as the ministers of Christ and the 
stewards of the mysteries of God. In 
'yvei^Jr 'relation there are and must be re- 
' Id j)i*6cal duties ; and important as it may 
be to the church that the duties of the 
minister should be generally and correctly 
understood ; it must certainly be allowed 
to be equally important, that the duties of 
the lay-members of our congregations 
should be known and understood also. 

The first duty I notice as implied in 
the expression, ''Let a man so account 
of UB, as of the ministers of Christ, 
-and stewards of the mysteries of God," 
is, that every member of the congre- 
gation should attend on the ministra- 
tions of his appointed spiritual instrnc- 
tor, not only with regularity, but ako 
with a desire of worshipping God, abd 
being taught the way of sialvation. The 
chftraCfler with which Ghfist has invested 
his ministers, viz., stewards and am- 
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BASSADORS, necessarily implies, that it 
is the duty of the church to receive them 
in that character, and to esteem them 
accordingly. Thus they claim that their 
message, when sincerely and faithfully 
delivered, shall be received with atten- 
tion, that the prayers which they oifer 
up in the name of the flock shall be de- 
voutly accompanied by the prayers of the 
congregation ; that the word of God read 
by them, shall be listened to as the word 
of him that sent them ; that the sacraments 
they administer shall be received with re- 
verence and devotion : in a word, they 
claim to be received as those who are sent 
of God to minister to their salvation, and 
lead them on to the road to heaven. This 
it is to account of them as ministers of 
Christ, as stewards of the mysteries of 
God. 

The justice of these claims will per- 
haps be readily allowed : but it is an im- 
portant truth, I fear too much lost sight 
of in the present day, that all the regularly 
constituted ministers of Christ are en- 
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titled, to these marks of the esteem in 
whieh their office is held ; and that it is 
iDcaasistent with this esteem, unduly to 
prefer one or more at the expense of 
others. 

il mention this because it is a great and 
a sore evil in these our days, and is ex- 
ceedingly prejudicial to the peace and 
the edification of the church. 

There are, it is to be feared, too many 
who attend to the house of God rather for 
the sake of hearing something new or 
entertaining, than to be instructed in the 
doctrines and duties of their religion ; 
and these persons are also fond of making 
parties and divisions in the church. 
Having taken a fancy to some particular 
minister, they measure all others by his 
standard ; and whoever does not adopt all 
the views, and plans, and modes of ex- 
pression of their favoured idol, is at once 
set down as unworthy of his vocation — as 
one who has but little knowledge in 
divine things ; in a word, as one who 
does not preach the gospel. Thus they 
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come, not as hearers and learners, but -as. 
accomplished masters in theology— -as- 
judges of orthodoxy, against whose dfe-i 
cision there is no appeal. 

Now this is the very evil to which the 
apostle is alluding in this epistle. In the- 
Corinthian church, one was for Paul, 
another vastly preferred the eloquent 
ApoUos, while a third esteemed the zea- 
lous Cephas as the very model of a 
preacher ; and they could not be satisfied - 
with a natural and innocent preference, 
but they must also make it a matter of 
party and dispute. *' But," says St. 
Paul, ** are ye not carnal, and walk as 
men ? Who is Paul, and who is Apol* 
los, but ministers by whom ye believed 7 
I have planted, ApoUos watered, but 
God gave the increase. So, then, neither* 
is he that planteth any thing, nor he 
that watereth, but God that giveth the 
increase." And then, continuing* his^ 
argument in the words of the text, he daj^^, 
** Let a man so account of us," all of %s, 
who are duly commissioned to preach «he 
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gospel, ^ ^ as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God." Let 
him not exalt one at the expense of others, 
for in so doing he shows that he has not 
a due value and esteem for the commis- 
sion and authority of any. 

There ever has been, and there ever 
will and must be, a diversity in the dis- 
positions, in the talents, in the natural 
and acquired powers of those who are 
called to minister in holy things. That 
a preference for one rather than another 
should arise, is but natural and unavoid- 
able ; but it should ever be remembered 
that it is the message, not the bearer of 
it, which claims your attention ; that God 
has promised his blessing not upon the 
enticing words of man's wisdom, but 
upon the sacred truths of his gospel. 
And this gospel will be found effective to 
salvation by the humble and devout wor- 
shipper, though unadorned by the charms 
of human gracefulness and eloquence. 

Another thing implied in this expres- 
sion, '^ account of us as of the ministers of 
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Christ/* is, that as on the one hand one 
minister is not to be idolized at the ex- 
pense of his brethren, so on the other 
hand the congregation should carefully 
abstain from any unnecessary exposure, 
still more from any exaggerated statement, 
of the defects or infirmities they may dis- 
cover in their pastor. 

I do not mean to defend the slothful, 
the careless, the immoral clergyman ; let 
such characters, whenever they are found, 
receive that portion of contempt and in- 
dignation they so well deserve ; but let 
not the faults of a few be imputed to the 
whole body ; especially let not things of 
lesser moment, a hasty word, an inad- 
vertent or injudicious expression, a mis- 
take of judgment, or such like, be made 
topics of accusation, and reasons for a 
breach of friendship between the minister 
and his people. Do not rashly impute to 
us a want of zeal or honesty, when per- 
haps we have acted with sincerity, and 
with the best intentions ; though events 
have proved our judgment incorrect. 
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R«member, that though a great, a 
precious treasure is entrusted to us for the 
bettefit of the flock, yet is this treasure in 
earthen vessels ; and what wonder if too 
often our ministrations be sullied and 
\*^akened by the admixture of earthly in- 
firmities. Remember the words of the 
wise man ; *^ He that covereth a trans- 
gression seeketh love, but he that repeat- 
eth a matter separateth very friends." 
• I will mention but one more duty of 
the people towards their minister ; and 
one which naturally flows from a due 
setose of his sacred character. It is that 
they cordially co-operate with him in all 
his exertions for the good of his flock and 
neighbourhood. Many are too apt to 
imagine if they perform the duties I have 
already mentioned, if they be found con- 
stant in their attendance at the house of 
God, and receive willingly the public or 
private counsels and admonitions of their 
spiritual instructor, they have discharged 
every duty which belongs to them as lay 
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members of the church. This, however, 
is a very inadequate notion of Christian 
duty. They should remember that they 
all belong to Christ's mystical body, and 
are all bound to do their utmost, in their 
several stations, for the promotion of the 
spiritual kingdom of their Redeemer. 
It is indeed the office of the pastor to in- 
struct them in their duty, and to lead the 
way in every good work ; but he must 
not be suffered to work alone : his con- 
gregation must work with him; they 
must take an interest in all his plans of 
usefulness ; must aid him by their coun- 
sel, their experience, their activity ; must 
second his ministrations by their private 
influence and example ; and endeavour 
to persuade all within their sphere, to 
practise the lessons they hear inculcated 
in the church. 

There will be found opportunities of 
frequent occurrence, in which the lay 
members of the church may be of great 
service in promoting the glory of God. 
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and the welfare and happiness of man- 
kind. In all plans and institutions for 
the instruction of the young ; in relieving 
the wants of the poor ; and administering 
comfort in times of sickness : in all these, 
and many other like matters, it is ex- 
tremely desirable that the minister and 
his flock should act in concert, and 
upon a regular system. By these means 
more good will be effected, with less ex- 
pense of time and trouble, than if they 
acted disjointedly and separately. And 
here, I beseech you, bear with me, while 
I offer one word of exhortation, and re- 
mind you, that if you would maintain 
this godly unity among yourselves, thus 
act in concert and with success for the 
benefit of Christ's church, and be ho- 
noured agents in promoting the salvation 
of your fellow mortals, ye must bear with 
one another, and be willing to teach and 
be taught one of another. When any 
number of persons consult together, be 
they all equally sincere, it is not probable 
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that all will be equally judicious. Nor is 
it to be supposed that all can with thb 
same ease and readiness, be able to un^ 
derstand and carry into effect every plan 
of usefiilness, upon which their thoughts 
have not been so much occupied as those 
of their friends. 

When, therefore, you are about to en- 
gage in some scheme of benevolence or 
utility, you must not come, each reso- 
lutely determined to set about the pro- 
posed work in his own way, and then, if 
others cannot understand or object to 
your proposals, relinquish the matter in 
haughty disgust ; but you must come to- 
gether with a disposition to yield some- 
thing of your own opinions or wishes to 
the opinions and wishes, or it may be the 
weaknesses, of others. Thus one person 
of a more zealous temperament may wish 
to engage in undertakings, the present or 
ultimate advantage of which may appear 
doubtful to the cooler judgment, and less 
sanguine disposition, of another : or it 
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may be, there may be more than one way 
of accomplishing the same object, each of 
which will probably have its advocates. 

Now it is evident, that unless some be 
found willing to yield to the reasons and 
arguments of others, nothing will or can 
be done. A good and prudent man will 
endeavour to follow himself, and to per- 
suade others to follow, the plan which, to 
his judgment, appears the best ; but he 
will not raise a factious opposition to the 
plans of others, nor refuse to co-operate, 
should he find that others do not see all 
things exactly in the same point of view 
with himself. The first approaches to 
this state of disunion should be most 
anxiously avoided ; nothing can be more 
painful to the feelings of a sincere and 
diligent minister, than to behold those 
whom he would wish to unite in the bonds 
of brotherly kindness and love, dividing 
themselves into parties ; and by their un- 
happy and unchristian divisions, showing 
how little they account of the doctrines 
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he teaches them; how indifferent they 
are to the extension of the Redeemer 8 
kingdom, and their own spiritual wel- 
fare. 

This unhappy perversity and obstinacy 
of spirit, which is sometimes mistaken iw 
firmness and consistency, has too often 
been the means of sowing discord amongst 
a congregation, and has embittered the 
life of many a sincere and anxious pastor. 
How delightful, on the contrary, is it, 
when the pastor and his flock are united, 
heart and soul, in christian peace and 
affection : when the members of the con- 
gregation feel themselves to be portions 
of one and the same family : when the 
people willingly receive all the instruc- 
tions, public and private, of their minis- 
ter ; enter with alacrity into his plans of 
usefulness ; lighten as much as possible 
his labours by their kindness, attention, 
and activity; and the minister is not 
above attending to the suggestions, and 
profiting by the counsels and experience. 
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of the more prudent and judicious mem- 
bers of his congregation. 
■ Thus have I presented to you a very 
imperfect sketch of the commission and 
duties of the ministers of Christ, and of 
the manner in which their ministrations 
Ought to be estimated and assisted by the 
t^hurch. 

Suffer me, in conclusion, to oflTer a few 
remarks on the effects these considera- 
tions ought to have on both the parties of 
whom I have been speaking. On those 
who already have been, or are looking 
forward to be, invested with the sacred 
character and office ' ^ of the ministers of 
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God ;" and also on those, for whose be- 
nefit this sacred order has been establish- 
ed and continued in the church. 

To apply the subject to ourselves. If 
we be really the duly commissioned am- 
bassadors of ChHst, and expect to be so 
accounted by those among whom the du- 
ties of our office are to be performed, 

H 
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let US " take heed to ourselves and our 
doctrine." While we feel it to be our 
duty to magnify our office, and to assert 
our just claims to attention and respect in 
the delivery of our message, yet let us not 
forget that we are '* ministers, " "stew- 
ards," and "ambassadors" only. We 
are not sent forth to magnify ourselves ; 
to display our talents, our eloquence, our 
learning : to form parties for ourselves ; 
to teach new doctrines, or form converts 
to our opinions. The gospel we are to 
preach, the mysteries we are to unfold, are 
not ours but God's, To us indeed is com- 
mitted the ministry of reconciliation ; we 
are to call upon a sinful world to be at 
peace and friendship with their God ; but 
let us never forget that the nature of this 
reconciliation, the terms and the manner 
of eflfecting it, were not of our invention, 
but are inscribed with the pen of un- 
erring truth on the pages of our creden- 
tials — the word of God. Woe be to us if 
we set before the flock any other gospel 
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than that which God has committed to us. 
Woe be to us if we mingle our own 
inventions with the word of divine truth 
— if we conceal aught of what we ought 
to proclaim — if we speak peace where 
God does not speak peace — ^if, being led 
awsiy by the philosophy of vain deceit, 
we teach the traditions of men after the 
rudiments of the world,, and not after 
Christ ; and thus neglect to nourish the 
lambs of Christ's flock with the un- 
adulterated milk of the divine word. If 
this be our practice, then are we guilty of 
presumption and rebellion against him 
whose ambassadors we profess to be. We 
have been unfaithful stewards, and the re- 
ward of our unfaithfulness shall we receive. 
If, on the one hand, we expect to be 
received and esteemed by the church as 
the ministers and ambassadors of Christ, 
surely, on the other hand, the church has 
a right to expect and to demand that her 
ministers be qualified for the due per- 
formance of their important duties. She 

h2 
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has a right to demand that they who are 
sent forth to teach others should first be 
taught themselves in all points of Chris- 
tian doctrine, or how can that teacher 
expect to obtain the estimation of the 
flock if he be himself destitute of the 
qualifications which are necessary to en- 
able him to give them those instructions 
and directions which they from time to 
time require. 

Let all then beware how they lightly 
and inconsiderately take upon themselves 
an office in the execution of which error, 
ignorance, or sloth, may be the means of 
doing much injury to the church, of 
bringing contempt on the christian mi- 
nistry, and of ruining their own souls. 

Again, the consideration of our high 
calling should urge us to constant watch- 
fulness over our own conduct. If we 
really are the ambassadors of Christ, and 
if we wish to be esteemed and respected 
as such, it becomes us to walk worthy of 
our sacred profession, and to take care 
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that our office be not brought into dis* 
repute by our neglect or misbehaviour. In 
every situation to which we may be called 
there will always be found many persons 
who will be delighted to detect and ex- 
pose the slightest deviations from pro- 
priety; who, instead of mourning over 
and concealing the infirmities of the 
earthen vessel which God has made use 
of for the conveyance of his word to the 
church, will exclaim, ** There, there, so 
would we have it !" 

In a word, it is too much to expect that 
others will duly esteem our office if we 
by our own conduct show that we esteem 
it lightly ourselves. 

Lastly, let us remember that the same 
terms which express the nature of the 
important office with which we are en- 
trusted, are also equally expressive of its 
awful responsibility. 

The terms ^ * ministers , " ' ' stewards , ' ' 
** watchmen," ** shepherds, " ^'ambassa- 
dors," not only imply that the persons 
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SO designated have received a formal and 
authentic appointment to their office — not 
only do they illustrate the various duties 
of that office under the most expressive 
similitudes ; but they also forcibly con- 
vey to our minds the important truth 
that we shall be called upon to render a 
strict and solemn account of the manner 
in which those duties have been dis- 
charged by us. We must give an ac- 
count of our stewardship. Our Lord is 
at hand, and will demand how we have 
discharged the duties of our embassage. 
The opinion of man is of comparatively 
small importance ; we have a higher tri- 
bunal to answer to. "Yea," saith St. 
Paul, " I judge not mine own self/' Such 
is the weighty responsibility laid upon us, 
that after all our care, after all our exer- 
tions, we cannot affirm that we have duly 
fulfilled the duties of our office. Errors, 
and neglects, and infirmities will rise up 
before the mind, and convince us that we 
have been but unprofitable servants. Yet, 
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though OUT account can never be perfect, 
remember we that wilful neglect will 
siu*ely not go unpunished. What shall 
we say if, through our negligence, it shall 
be found that some souls have perished 
through lack of knowledge, or been per- 
verted by our example. Will not their 
blood cry for vengeance against us ? and 
how shall we answer for their loss to him 
who died to redeem them no less than us ? 
But for the faithful and diligent mi- 
nister of Christ there is laid up an abun- 
dant reward. They who, in humble reli- 
ance upon the promised presence and aid 
of God's holy Spirit, have diligently en- 
deavoured to feed the flock committed to 
them with the sincere milk of God's word, 
though they meet with discouragement 
and opposition from without, and are 
often cast down by reason of the apparent 
unsuccessfulness of their labours, shall yet 
be accounted among the faithful labourers 
in God's vineyard, and shall in due time 
perceive that the ^^ bread" they have 
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^* cast upon the waters," though lost for 
a time, hath yet taken root and is. ad- 
vancing to maturity. These, as they go 
forward in the world and advance nearer 
to the close of their stewardship, will be 
enabled to look forward towards their ac- 
count in humble reliance that God will 
pardon their defects, and accept dieir 
sincere, though imperfect, endeavours to 
serve him for the merits of his. blessed 
Son. Happy is the pastor who, having 
spent many years in the service of his 
Lord and Master, can, like the apostle 
St. Paul, appeal to his flock, and say, 
'' Our rejoicing is this, the testimony of 
our conscience, that with simplicity and 
godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, 
but by the grace of God, we have had our 
conversation among you.'' Blessed is. he 
whose life of christian piety corresponds 
with the doctrines he teaches ; whose age, 
tranquil and unrepining, serves to show 
that religion's ways are ways. of pleasant- 
ness, and that all her paths are peace. 



PASTOR AND PEOPLE. 163 

Such shall be honoured and accounted 
as ministers of Christ, and stewards of 
the mysteries of God, so long as they 
continue in this their earthly pilgrimage ; 
such shall be remembered of God in the 
day when he maketh up his jewels. For 
" they that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars 
for ever and ever."* 

To the lay members of our church 
I would suggest that the view we have 
taken of the necessity of maintaining the 
apostolical succession of ministers, in order 
to qualiiy them to administer the word 
and sacraments of Jesus Christ ; and the 
consideration of the important and aw- 
fully responsible duties devolving upon 
the christian priesthood ; ought to have 
the effect of attaching them more closely 
than ever to the catholic Church of Eng- 
land, whose ministers can trace their 
commission and authority derived in un- 

> Dan. xii. 3. 

H 5 
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interrupted succession from tliose apos- 
tles whom our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ordained with his own hands ; and 
whom he commanded with his own lips 
to go into all nations, and make them 
disciples, in the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

The present is no time for indifference 
or lukewarmness, for divisions and par- 
ties among ourselves. Our church, that 
goodly and noble fabric, founded on the 
doctrine of apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the head comer- 
stone,! cemented with the blood of martyrs, 
gladly shed like water in defence of the 
truth ; supported and defended in ages 
past by the unwearied diligence and pro- 
found learning of men, the very latchet 
of whose shoes the vain and superficial 
theorists of this boasting age are not 
worthy to unloose. This church, so long 
the glory and beauty, and bulwark of our 
land, now calls on all who profess to love 
and venerate her holy courts, to come 
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forward, and unite hand, and heart, and 
soul, in defence of her principles and 
constitution ; and in support of her just 
rights and ancient privileges. 

Let me not be understood to call upon 
the friends of the Church Establishment 
to exhibit in her behalf that rancorous 
malignity, that unseemly violence, those 
uncharitable and unchristian tempers, so 
liberally displayed by our adversaries in 
their vulgar harangues ; or in the co- 
lumns of a no less vulgar and licentious 
press. Let not the insults and falsehoods, 
with which the church is daily and wil- 
fully assailed y tempt us to render evil for 
evil, or railing for railing ; but let all 
false shame, all unworthy timidity, be 
utterly discarded from our minds. Re- 
member the cause of the church is not 
principally nor chiefly the cause of the 
clergy, but that of the people. The ques- 
tion is, whether you prefer as your spi- 
ritual guides a body of men well trained 
and thoroughly prepared, by previous in-- 
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struction, for their important calling,- and 
then duly ordained and consecrated to 
that calling by apostolic hands ; or whe- 
ther you prefer as teachers any idle en- 
thusiast, whom a fancied inspiration may 
call from more obscure but far more suit- 
able occupations, to usurp with the bold- 
ness of misguided zeal and ignorant pre- 
sumption, the office of the ambassador of 
Christ, and the steward of the mysteries 
of God ? 

Let then none be ashamed or afraid 
to confess openly his veneration for the 
church, and his determination to support 
and defend it by every means in his 
power. Let there be no compromise of 
principle, no time-serving departure from 
ancient usages and observances to propi- 
tiate popular favour, or to fall in with the 
innovating '* spirit of the age;" but let 
us rather co-operate together to maintain 
the sober dignity of our public services ; 
to increase, rather than diminish, the so- 
lemn pomp of our hallowed rites of prayer 
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and praise. Let us determine, through 
good report or evil report, to maintain 
inviolate our attachment to the religion 
and church of our country. At the altars 
where our fathers and forefathers have 
often bowed in heartfelt adoration, there 
will we bow also : in the sepulchres of our 
fathers where their bones rest in peace, 
do we wish that our bones should lie also, 
accompanied by the rites sacred to affec- 
tion here, and in the joyful hope of im- 
mortality in a better world, with which 
their bodies were committed to the dust, 
do we wish to descend to the grave also. 
The holy and beautiful house where our 
fathers have worshipped, we wish to 
transmit unimpaired to our posterity ; 
that they also, together with us, and those 
who have gone before us, may, by par- 
taking of the privileges of the church 
militant here on earth, be fitted and pre- 
pared for admission to the church trium- 
phant in heaven. 
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SERMON VIL 

THE CHURCH SUSTAINED AND PROTECTED 
BY GOD AGAINST THE ENMITY AND 
POWER OF MAN. 

Zechakiah iv. 6. 

Then he answered and spake unto me, say* 
ing, This is the word of the JLordy unto 
Zerubbabelj saying. Not by mighty nor 
by power ^ but by my Spirit j saith the 
Lord of Hosts. 

The writings of the minor prophets, that 
is to say, the writings of those prophets 
whose compositions are of less bulk, 
though not less surely inspired than those 
of the greater prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
or Ezekiel, are generally considered as 
obscure and difficult to be understood. 
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and on this account, are less frequently 
read and studied than the other writings 
contained in the sacred volume. That 
they are often difficult and sometimes ob- 
scure, cannot indeed be denied ; at the 
same time it must be remembered, that 
while part of this obscurity arises from 
the very nature of prophetical writing, it 
is also much increased through our im- 
perfect acquaintance with the circum- 
stances under which the prophecies were 
delivered, and the history of the events 
to which they refer. The figurative lan- 
guage which the prophets frequently 
employ, is moreover an additional cause 
of obscurity ; the translation of which is 
commonly attended with difficulty, since 
what is striking and appropriate in the 
language, and familiar to the notions of 
one people, is apt to become tame and 
unmeaning, if not ridiculous, when ren- 
dered into another language, and read 
by a people diflfering widely in customs, 
manners, and modes of thinking and ex- 
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pression, firom those to whom it iras at 
first addressed. 

Among all the prophets there is per- 
haps no one whose writings it seems so 
difficult to understand, as those of the pro- 
phet Zechariah ; and this difficulty, while 
it arises from both the causes I have men- 
tioned, is chiefly to be attributed to the 
boldness and exuberance of figure and 
allegory in which his prophecies are en- 
veloped. 

Nevertheless, dark as his writings may, 
at the first cursory perusal, appear to the 
reader unskilled in the language of pro- 
phetical inspiration, there are many short 
passages dispersed throughout his writ- 
ings, so plain that he who runs may read ; 
passages which seem to shine with in- 
creased brightness from the darkness by 
which they are surrounded, and by means 
of which light is thrown even on those 
figures and allegories, which at first ap- 
peared so utterly dark and incompre- 
hensible. Such is the passage which I 
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have chosen for my text. It contains an 
important truth, expressed in the plainest 
laoguage, while at the same time it is 
also declared to he the interpretation of a 
vision, in itself very difficult to be un- 
derstood. 

In discoursing on this passage I pro- 
pose, 

I. To explain the immediate re- 
ference of the text, and its connexion with 
the preceding vision, and, 

II. To show that the doctrine herein 
contained, is a fundamental principle in 
God's government of his church. 

I. In order that "we may clearly un- 
derstand the meaning of the prophet, and 
the words addressed to him in the text, 
we must notice the time when, and the 
purpose for which, God raised him up to 
declare his will to his people. 

Zechariah, with the exception of Ma- 
lachi, was the last of the Old Testament 
prophets ; he was one of those Jews who 
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took advantage of the decree of Cyrus/ 
and returned to Judaea at the expiration 
of the Babylonian captivity. It was not 
however till twenty years after his re- 
turn, that he began to exercise his pro- 
phetical function. The great work to 
which the attention of the Jews, now de- 
livered from captivity, was directed, was 
the rebuilding of their city and temple ; 
in the accomplishing of which they 
experienced great and bitter opposition 
from the Samaritans and others ; so that 
what with the annoyance of their ene- 
mies, and the inferiority in point of 
splendour, of this second temple as com- 
pared with the first, their minds became 
dejected, and they began to fear that the 
work would never be completed, that the 
opposition of their enemies would never 
be overcome, that the promises of God 
respecting the peace and prosperity of 
Jerusalem would never be fulfilled. 
In order then that Zerubbabel, their 

» Ezra i. 1—6. 
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great leader, might not give way to de8- 
pendency on account of the unfavourable 
aspect of the Jewish affairs, and the delay 
and opposition to which his plans for the 
rebuilding the temple were subjected; 
in order that he might be led to trust in 
God for the fulfilment of his promise, and 
also give to him all the glory of success, 
the prophet is directed to encourage him 
by the relation of the vision recorded in 
the chapter before us. 

'^ And the angel that talked with me 
came again, and waked me, as a man 
that is wakened out of his sleep, and said 
unto me, What seest thou ? And I said, 
I have looked, and behold a candlestick 
all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of 
it, and his seven lamps thereon, and 
seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are 
on the top thereof ; and two olive trees 
by it, one upon the right side of the 
bowl, and the other upon the left side 
thereof."* 

« Zecb. iv. 1, 2, 3. 
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It is not necessary for me to enter into 
any minute examination of the particulars 
of this vision, nor to ascertain the exact 
form of the candlestick here mentioned, 
(a subject which has afforded consider- 
able trouble to the commentators,) and 
though it is probable that every portion 
of this vision had and has some definite 
meaning, it will be more profitable for us 
to confine ourselves to those particulars 
respecting it which are more particularly 
revealed. Nor need we be surprised that 
difficulties should attend the interpreta- 
tion of this vision, since we find that the 
meaning of it was not at once evident, 
even to* the prophet himself: "So I 
answered and spake unto the angel that 
talked with me, saying. What are these, 
my lord? Then the angel that talked 
with me answered and said unto me, 
Knowest thou not what these be ? and I 
said. No, my lord." Assisted however 
by the explanation of the attendant angel, 
we may without difficulty understand the 
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scope and intention of this remarkable 
vision. The candlestick then seems to 
have been one resembling that golden 
one which was placed in the tabernacle 
and temple — I say resembling, because it 
appears to differ from it in some not very 
important particulars. The circumstance 
most worthy of notice, is the manner in 
which the lamps were supplied with oil ; 
not by being furnished with a certain 
limited quantity in the receptacle at the 
top, but by means of two flourishing 
olive trees, which continually shed a rich 
supply of golden or most excellent oil 
into the pipes of the candlestick, by 
which the perpetuity of the light was 
rendered certain. Now if we suppose, 
as I think we may fairly do, that this 
golden candlestick was intended to re- 
presept the church of God generally, or 
at any rate the church of the Jews, then 
will the lights represent the vigor and 
spiritual prosperity of that church, in 
dispersing the beams of truth far and 
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wide, and inviting men to rejoice in its 
light, and to make use thereof for be^ 
holding the wonders of God's mercy and 
goodness towards them. 

Now the object of the vision is, to 
show that the church receives all it halii, 
of strength, of light, of comfort, of pros- 
perity, from the agency of God's Spirit. 
It matters little whether these two olive 
trees themselves represent the source of 
the divine blessing, or whether they re- 
present Joshua and Zerubbabel, the 
ecclesiastical and military leaders of the 
time ; in this latter case, it is equally 
evident that the olive trees receive their 
ftxiitfiilness, and consequently are en- 
abled to afford the candlestick a con- 
tinued and never-failing supply of oil, 
only by means of that nourishment which 
they draw from the fatness of the earth 
and the dews of heaven ; in a word, they 
live and flourish only by the power and 
support of their almighty Planter. 

This then is the general meaning of 
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the vision, that the church of God is kept 
alive, and established, and strengthened 
by the power of God alone, in spite of 
every obstacle which man can oppose to 
it. " This is the word of the Lord to 
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of Hosts." And this announcement 
was well calculated to raise the despond- 
ing spirits, and to revive the drooping 
hopes of the Jews, anxious to rebuild their 
temple, and re-establish their worship. 
The difficulties to be encountered might 
be great and numerous, the obstacles to 
be overcome apparently insurmountable, 
but if God was with them, if he was de- 
termined to keep their candlestick sup- 
plied with oil, and their lights burning 
in full vigour, who should be able to ex- 
tinguish them ? Sanballat and his un- 
godly company might indeed laugh them 
to scorn, and say, *' What do these feeble 
Jews? will they fortify themselves? 
will they sacrifice? will they make an 
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end in a day? Will they revive the 
stones out of the heaps of the rubbish 
which are burned ?" ^ Yea, *^ Tobiah the 
Ammonite also may stand by him, and 
say, Even that which they build if a fox 
go up, he shall even break down their 
stone wall."* 

Thus said the enemies of God and of 
his people ; but what saith the Lord, 
^' Who art thou, O great mountain? be- 
fore Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain ; 
and he shall bring forth the head-stone 
thereof with shoutings, crying Grace, 
grace unto it. Moreover the word of the 
Lord came unto me, saying, The hands of 
Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of 
this house : his hands also shall finish 
it ; and thou shalt know that the Lord of 
Hosts hath sent me unto you. For who 
hath despised the day of small things? 
For they (that is, the Jews) shall rejoice, 
and shall see the plummet in the hands 
of Zerubbabel with those seven ; they are 

^ Nehemiah iv. 2. ^ Nehemiab iv. 3. 
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the eyes of the Lord, which run to and 
fro through the whole earth." Nor was 
this promise vain ; the temple, by God's 
Uemng, was finished in spite of every 
foe : yea its glory was greater than that 
irf the former house, inasmuch as therein 
in due time appeared the Lord of glory. 
Jerusalem again flourished ; the church, 
preserved by God, again took root in the 
earth ; till at length the promised Saviour 
appeared, to enlarge its boundaries, and 
exalt its glory, far beyond the extent or 
the glory it possessed even in the favored 
and long-remembered days of Solomon, 
the Most powerful and illustrious of the 
Jewish monarchs. 

Having thus endeavoured to explain 
^e general signification of this vision, 
and its application to the time of Zerub- 
babe), and the building of the second 
temple ; I now proceed to show, that the 
principle developed in the text, is a prin- 
ciple upon which God has governed his 
ohnrch in every age of the world. 

I 
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The constant protecting care of God 
over his church, both under the old dis- 
pensation and the new, will readily be 
allowed by all ; nor will any, I think, be 
disposed to doubt, that whatever portion 
of peace or prosperity that church hath 
at any time enjoyed, has been granted 
through the mercy and favour of her al- 
mighty Protector. Thus all the graces at 
any time displayed in the lives of God's 
servants, flow not from their own re- 
sources, but from the golden olive trees 
of God's Spirit ; to the same cause also 
must be ascribed their power to stand 
fast in the day of temptation. Let any 
one look into his own heart, observe his 
inclinations to evil ; his weakness, his ig- 
norance, his folly ; then let him consider 
the power, the assiduity, the stratagems, 
of his great adversary, and say how it 
would be possible for him to feel one mo- 
ment's peace or security ; to indulge one 
reasonable hope of being able to perse- 
vere unto the end, if it were not for the 



AUiy PaOTBCTBD Br 0OD. lift 

conrfoMing' asdtivniioe, tiiat th^ fire of 'di- 
vine igraeei in his heart, is kept alive by 
a^ccnidtsnt supply from above ; and thdtt 
so loabg aB he depends upon these gdtden 
cdive tree^ for nourishment, the supply 
shall nemei' fail, nor shall the united ef- 
fertB of devils and of men be able to 
queneh that flame which the Holy Spirit 
oi God hath kindled, and which the same 
Spirit continues to feed and support. 
* ' Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord." 
• But it is not merely the constant pre- 
^enee of God with his church and his pro- 
tection of that church in every hour of 
difficulty or danger, to which I wish prin- 
cipally to direct your attention ; but rather 
to the TRarmer in which it has pleased him 
to lead his church onward towards the 
promised possession of the whole habit- 
able globe, and the means employed to 
enlarge, exalt, and strengthen the spi- 
ritual temple which he has established 
on the euth;^ And from a review of the 

I 2 
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histojry of his dispensations towards kis 
people, we shall find that his method has 
be^i, not to carry them smoothlj and 
calmly on at once to the haven where 
they would be ; not to suppress and stifle 
in Its birth the opposition of theb ene- 
mies ; but to try the faith of his servants by 
continually subjecting his church to great 
and overwhelming, and, to the eye of 
merely human reason, isnnecessary diffi- 
culties ; to bring them from time to time 
into situations from whence escape or de- 
liverance seems almost impossible ; to 
suffer the progress of his kingdom to be 
opposed by all the power, and fiercooeas, 
and rage of mam ;. then in his own ap- 
pointed time, when bis church seems 
about to sink under her afflictions^ to 
stand forth and with an outstretehed arm 
command deliverance for his people, a^d 
at the same time impress their minds 
with the convictiooi that salvation is from 
him, and him only ; that their safety and 
prosperity has been obtained, not by 
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might, nor by power, but by the arm and 
Spirit of the Lord. A very few examples 
will be sufficient to illustrate the prin- 
ciple of which I have been speaking, and 
to convince us of its truth. 

Let us view the church of God in 
Egypt. God had promised to Abraham, 
and had renewed that promise to Isaac 
and Jacob, that to their seed would he 
give the land of Canaan for their inhe* 
ritance, that they should possess it, and 
dwell therein, and multiply as the stars 
in the firmament of heaven. Now surely 
nothtng could appear more like a contra- 
ilietioa of this promise^ than the condition 
of the Israelites ia Egypt. I am aware 
that this boiidage was foretold to Abra- 
ham as a link in the chain of God's dis- 
pensations towards his offspring ; this 
however makes no difference as to the 
point before us; the bondage in Egypt 
did not in itself seem a probable intro- 
duction to the possession of Canaan ; nor 
was it a state from which they were able 
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to dffect theiT own deliver an(;e: ' Cfe die 
coiitrary, so hopeless did to ihem '^ppeiA 
their situation and their i^rdsfpects, thAl 
they entreated Moses and Aa^ti to) dei^tt 
from using any efforts for their release^, 
inasmuch as the only consequences* '^rf 
those efforts seemed to be, to rivet 'm6fe 
firmly their chains ; to render their bonij- 
age more permanent ; and to increase the 
severity of their task-masters and op^ 
pressors. How utterly impossible it was 
for them to effect their own deliverance, 
is evident also from the obstinacy and 
hardness of heart displayed by Pharaoh, 
who was permitted, for a time, to resist 
the judgments wherewith he and his 
country were visited, in order that both 
Israel and the Egyptians might at length 
be fully convinced that the deliverance 
was the work of God and not of man. 

Again, when liberated from Egypt, and 
in their progress towards the land of pky>- 
inise, their faith was often tried and their 
sins punished by the delays they experi- 
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enced, and the circuitous route by which 
they were led to the long-desired Ca- 
naan. And when Jordan was at length 
passed, and their feet rested within the 
borders of their promised inheritance, 
and they set forth to subdue the nations, 
which the Lord had commanded them 
to destroy ; still their victories were 
achieved under circumstances calculated 
to impress their minds with the convic- 
tion, that it was not their own sword that 
helped them, but that their success was 
entirely from above. The walls of Jeri- 
cho fall down at a shout ; the enemies of 
the Lord and of Israel are struck with 
great hail-stones, while the luminaries of 
heaven are stayed for the advantage of his 
people ; the Lord delivers Sisera into the 
hands of a woman. 

And what was the lesson which they 
were to learn from the continual manifes- 
tations of God's extraordinary providence, 
and the accomplishment of great events 
by means and instruments apparently so 
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inadequate ? Was it not that which Moses 
teaches them in words of corresponding 
import with the text, '^ Beware that thou 
forget not the Lord thy God, and thou 
say in thine heart, my power and the 
might of my hand hath gotten me this 
wealth: but thou shalt remember the 
Lord thy God, that it is he that giveth 
thee the power to get wealth ?"* 

And are not the dispensations of God 
towards Israel exactly correspondent to 
his dispensations towards his people in aU 
ages ? Let every one review his own life ; 
let him reflect whether the way in which 
God hath led him through the wilderness, 
has not frequently been very different 
from that path which he would have 
marked out for himself ? Has not a de- 
sired end often been brought about by 
means which seemed the most unlikely 
to produce the effect ? We have planned, 
and toiled, and struggled ; and planned, 

5 Deut. viii. 11—17, 18. 
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aad toiled, and struggled, in vain. Our 
best plaas have proved delusive, our most 
anxious labours vain, all has ended iii' 
disappointment ; when perhaps, in a man- 
ner HHthought of, by means seemin^y 
inadequate, by instruments the most 
feeble, Grod has brought to pass what 
all our exertions were unable to effect ; 
he has led us, like Israel in the wilder- 
ness, by a path seemingly circuitous, but 
well adapted to force us to distrust our- 
selves and trust in him only. 

But I pass on to the church under the 
new dispensation of Jesus Christ. 

The religion which Christ came to 
teach, was to be the perfection and ac* 
complishment of the law; the middle 
wall of partition was to be broken down, 
and Gentile, as well as Jew, was to par- 
take of the rich streams of divine mercy. 
The religion of Jesus was to be universal ; 
of his times the prophets had declared, 
* * that the earth should be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 

i5 
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tttjrv^r the depth of the i^ea/'^ ^' Qd^e 
into ALL nations," says the ' SavilMrfl ^ 
'•God commandeth all men fetiitV 
INHERE to repent,"® says St. Paul; Ttiese 
and many other passages show that the 
gospel was intended to bring beneath' *ils 
sway the whole habitable world ; thStf it 
was to be a religion suitable for -every 
clime, for every age, and for every station 
in the world. Now let us observe the means 
employed by the Almighty for introducing 
and establishing this universal faith. ' Ddes 
he send his Son in circumstances of otit- 
ward splendour to gain over princes 
and potentates of the earth to his religion ? 
Does he enlist under his banners 'tiie 
mighty monarchs of the east, or the 
commanders of the Roman world ? 'Does 
he cause them to issue a decree like that 
of Darius, " That in every dominion men 
tremble and fear before the God of 

^ Isa. 76m 9. ; Habakkuk ii. H« 

7 Matt, xxviii, 19. « Acts xvii. 30.. 
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Daniel ;" or are the philosophers of the 
world induced to embrace the gospel sys- 
tem and made the instruments of calling 
off the infatuated multitude from the 
worship of dumb idols to serve the linng 
God ? Are error, and superstition, and 
vice, and idolatry, and all the works of 
darkness made to flee before the light of 
divine truth, and to abandon the earth at 
the rising of the Sun of righteousness ? 
No, this might be the plan which human 
wisdom would suggest as offering the 
most reasonable expectations of bringing 
the world under the dominion of the 
gospel, but God's thoughts are not as our 
thoughts ; to accomplish this mighty 
scheme, he sends forth his Son to appear 
in circumstances no way calculated to 
give publicity or success to his doctrine, 
but rather to prejudice the minds of men 
against him. As the companions of his 
labours, the witnesses of his miracles, and 
the future preachers of a religion which 
is to spread throughout the world, he 



180 TH£ CHURCH SUSTAINl^ 

chooses twelve poor, uneducated persons, 
some of them fishermen, all of them of no 
worldly consideration. These are com* 
manded to declare to Jew and Gentile, 
the doctrines, the duties of the new 
faith ; they are to uproot from the earth 
all ancient superstition and idolatry, and 
to call upon all men to exercise repent* 
ance towards God and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Nor does it seem good to Almighty 
wisdom to avert what may be considered 
as the natural consequences of such doc- 
trines being preached by such men. The 
Jew is enraged to find the new teachers 
subverting; the law of Moses — the licen- 
tious Gentile will not bear to have his 
vices exposed or his abominations reprov- 
ed — the votaries of heathenism will not 
endure to have their idols condeniined 
and their gains endangered — ^the philo- 
sopher hears of Jesus and the resurrec- 
tion, and sneers at a doctrine which bis 
cultivated understanding assures him is 



AND PaOTECTED BT GOB. 181 

absurd and impossible, N(Nr is the oppo<* 
sitioa confined to disregard, or ridicule, 
or contempt. Christianity is misrepre- 
sented and traduced. The new religion 
is brought before the notice of the Roman 
emperors as a pernicious superstition ; its 
followers are accused of the most revolt- 
ing crimes, and of general hatred to 
mankind ; ® their adher^ice to the truth 
is called invincible obstinacy, for which 
alone one of their mildest opposers (who 
confesses he knows no harm in their 
doctrine or their lives) declares that they 
justly deserve punishment.^ Decrees 
are issued to exterminate the new sect as 
the most abandoned of men, nor are there 
wanting those who will put in force the 
most cruel and sanguinary commands, 
with a fierceness and brutality at which 
humanity recoils. The followers of Jesus 
are everywhere sought for and subjected 
to the most barbarous punishments — the 
flames, the sword, the wild beasts in the 

8 Suetonius. 9 Pliny to Trajan. 
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theatre devour their multitudes. Tortures 
before unheard of, whereby death may 
be delayed and suffering prolonged, are 
invented by their inhuman persecutors. 
And this rage, this determination to sup- 
press and extinguish the name of Christ 
is not of merely a short or temporary 
duration, but is continued with little 
interruption for the space of nearly three 
hundred years. Surely such long-con- 
tinued persecution must have crushed the 
religion of Christ ; surely after the thou- 
sands upon thousands whose lives have 
been sacrificed to heathen fury, none can 
now remain to own the despised name of 
Jesus. Yet what is the result? The 
voice of God commands the wrath of 
man to cease ; and lo, a few years after 
the most bloody and exterminating per- 
secution the Christians had ever endured, 
we behold Christianity the acknowledged 
religion of the Roman world ; the idola- 
trous priest is compelled to retire before 
the Christian bishops ; and the heathen 
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temple is levelled to the ground , to make 
w^y for the erection of the Christian 
ohuiteh. 

- What then but the continual presence 
aiod support of the Almighty could have 
•pi?\e$erved his church under such over- 
whelming calamities ? Unless the candle- 
stick had been supplied with a never- 
failing supply from the golden olive- 
tree, surely its light must have been 
extinguished by such furious blasts from 
the enemy. 

In reviewing this success accomplished 
by such feeble instruments, and under 
circumstances so unfavourable, must we 
not adopt the words of St. Paul, and 
confess, * * that the foolishness of God 
is wiser than men; and the weak- 
ness of God is stronger than men. For 
God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise, and God hath 
choeen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things that are mighty ; 
and base things of the world and things 
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which are despised hath God chosen; 
yea^ and things which are not, to bring 
to nought the things that are, that no 

FLESH SHOULD GLORT IN HIS PBSSEKCE." 

'' Thus saith the word of the Lord to 
Zerubbabel, (and he saith it to his 
church in all ages,) not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord." 

And what is the conclusion whicii I 
would draw from this doctrine of Grod's 
continually permitting his church to 
undergo trial and persecution, in order 
that the pride of man may be abased, 
and God alone have the glory of pre- 
serving and delivering his people. Time 
will only permit me to notice ow^, and 
that is, that peace and rest and outward 
prosperity can scarcely be considered as 
the portion of the church militant here 
on earth. Though in a manner most 
wonderful, she has lived and flourished 
till the present hour, and is still proceed- 
ing on her way to universal empire ; yet 
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hath she almost continually been ha^ 
rassed by foes without or false brethTen 
within. Often have her enemies fancied 
her destruction sure — often have they 
cried, * ' Down with it, down with it even 
to the ground" — often has she had to ex- 
claim, ^^ If the Lord himself had not been 
on our side, when men rose up against 
us, then they had swallowed us up 
quick, when their wrath was kindled 
against us." 

Let us not then be surprised if, in our 
own times, the same spirit of opposi* 
tion and enmity on the part of ungodly 
men be displayed, which has ever exist- 
ed towards the church of God. Let us 
not be surprised if her destruction is 
sought for with eagerness —if her prelates 
are reviled, her ministers calumniated, if 
her possessions be viewed with the eye of 
envy or of covetousness, if her whole 
system be continually assailed with the 
most unprincipled misrepresentation, the 
most shameless falsehood — all this and 
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more than this she hath often endured 
before. It is through evil report as well 
as good report that she must pass to her 
state of triumph. Let none then be cast 
down. The flame in our candlestick 
bumeth not by mortal power, nor shall 
mortal power be able to extinguish it : if 
we remain true and faithful servants of 
God, and determine to adhere stedfastly 
to all the ancient and venerable institu- 
tions of our apostolical church. Then 
may we hope and expect the favour and 
protection of him who purchased it with 
his blood ; then may we hope to see the 
devices of the ungodly come to nought ; 
then shall we either rejoice in the pros- 
perity of Zion here on earth, or else re- 
ceive the crown assigned to those who are 
faithful unto death. 

But whether we see present fear turned 
into joy, or whether God shall call upon 
us, as he has done upon his saints in ages 
past, to yield our fortunes or our lives in 
defence of our profession, of this we may 
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beaBSured, that so long as the church 
aontiiiues true to her God, God will con- 
tinue true to his church. And this is 
the aaswer which we may return to all 
the mockery, and derision, and insulting 
threats of our enemies ; '^ The church 
which you despise and would fain over- 
throw, standeth not in her own strei^th : 
she is founded on the Rock of ages — she 
standeth not by might, nor by power, but 
by MT Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts." 
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Psalm ex. 4. 



The Lord hath sworn and will not repent^ 
Thou art a priest for ever, after the 
order of Melchisedek. 

That the psalms of David, besides being 
a repository of practical devotion suitable 
for all the varied circumstances of human 
life, and the equally varied circumstances 
of Christian experience, are also many of 
them prophetic of the advent and history 
of that Messiah, of whom David himself 
was a remarkable and illustrious type, is 
a fact of which all are aware who have 
any acquaintance with these divine com- 



MELCHISE0EK. 189 

positions. Many of these psalms, written 
for the more immediate purpose of record- 
ing the sorrows or the triumphs of the 
king of Israel^ and therefore suited for 
expressing the same feelings of the devout 
Christian, haTe also a more indirect but 
not less certain reference to the humilia- 
tion and exaltation of that greater ^^ King 
of glory," ** the Desire of all nations," 
the ^' Prince of peace," who was in the 
latter days to establish a kingdom, far 
exceediiLg the glory and majesty of thai 
of which David was the sovereign* Some 
few psalms, however, are solely and en- 
tirely prophetical, having no reference 
whatever to David or his affairs, but con- 
sisting altogether of anticipations c^ the 
promised Redeemer.. Such seems to be 
the second psalm, and perhaps a few 
others ; and such, pre-eminently, is the 
short psalm to which I wish to direct your 
attention, the 110th psalm. 

It is a composition of an extraordinary 
description ; evidently not the work of a 
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merely human poet, not the offspring of 
David's imagination, as in some peadelat 
hour he tuned his harp to sing his songs 
of thanksgivings to his God : but it is 
the production of a mind under the power- 
ful control of the divine influence. It 
is a short and somewhat indistinct sketch 
of a vision of grandeur, of mercy, and of 
judgment, which floated before the eyes 
of the sweet singer of Israel, when the 
Spirit of God came upon him, and like 
St. Paul, he was " carried he knew not 
whither, and heard and saw things un- 
utterable by mortal tongue ; and whether 
in the body or out of the body, he could 
not tell." 

The subject of the psalm is, Messiah's 
person and offices ; the nature of his king- 
dom ; his mysterious humiliation, and his 
glorious exaltation. 

At the commencement of the psalm we 
are at once carried up into heaven, and 
listen to the discourse of the eternal Je- 
hovah concerning the plan of human re- 
demption. 
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*^The Lord (Jehovah) said unto my 
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I 
make thine enemies thy footstool." 

This passage plainly intimates the di- 
vine nature of Christ. The person whom 
Jehovah thus addresses, he addresses, not 
as a servant, but as an equal ; as one who 
was worthy of greater and more abundant 
honour than was conferred even upon Mo- 
ses, '^ with whom God talked face to face, 
even as a man talketh with his friend." 
Our Saviour himself adduces this passage 
in support of his divine character, and 
thereby silences the objections of his Jew- 
ish opponents, who had endeavoured to 
perplex him by putting to him questions of 
difficulty.^ " What think ye of Christ ?" 
of the promised Messiah, whom you so 
anxiously expect ; ^* Whose son is he?" 
Of what family do the Scriptures declare 
that he shall be bom ? They answer, 
'^ The son of David. How then, (saith 
he) doth David in spirit call him Lord ? 

1 Matt. xxii. 42. 
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saying. The Lord said unto my Lord, sit 
thou on my right band, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. If David then call 
him Lord, how is he his son? And 
no man was able to answer him a word." 
Hence it is evident, that thfe Jews un- 
derstood this psalm to have undoubted 
reference to the Messiah. And also that 
they admitted that David could not, con- 
sistently with the received notions of pa- 
ternal superiority, have called one of 
his remote descendants his Lord, unless 
that person had been of a nature superior 
to that of men : otherwise there would 
have been no difficulty in the paass^. 
As it was, it proved that the Messiah was 
to be the root, as well as the oflfepring, of 
David ; and was to unite in his person 
the two seemingly incongruous characters 
of David's son and David's Lord. Be it 
known then, that Christ is ** very Grod 
and very man :" he is *^ that Word who 
was in the beginning with God, and was 
God." He is, as St. Paul calls him, 
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^^ the great God, and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ:"^ ''God over all, blessed for 
ever. ^ 

Having thus intimated the divinity of 
Messiah's person, the psalmist proceeds 
to describe the greatness of his power, 
and the extent of his dominion. ''Sit 
thou on my right hand, until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool." 

Thus has the Father bestowed all au- 
thority and judgment on the Son. His 
kingdom is assured to him : "he must 
reign," says St. Ps^ul, " till he hath put 
all things, even death itself, under his 
feet." 

The psalmist having thus declared the 
dignity of the Messiah, and the security 
of his kingdom, proceeds next to notice 
the manner in which his triumphs shall 
be attained ; and the characteristics of 
that people who are to be the subjects of 
his dominion. " The Lord shall send 
the rod of thy. strength out of Zion : be 

> Titus ii. 13. ' Romans ix. 5. 

K 
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thou ruler ev^i in the midst akncmg thine 



enemies." 



This is generally considered to refisr to 
the first establishment oi Messiah's king- 
dom ; when the ^^ rod of his power/' cbp 
the word of the everlasting gospel, began 
first to be preached in Zion or Jerusalem ; 
and from thence, as from a centre, has 
been disseminated to all parts of the 
world. From the history of our Saviour, 
and the acts of his apostles, we find, that 
this circumstance of the glad tidings of 
gospel salvation being first announced to 
the Christian people of God, and the 
making Jerusalem the fountain from 
which the streams of divine mercy were 
to flow, was continually kept in view* 
^ ^ I am not sent but to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel,"* was the Redeemer's 
own expression ; and after his resurrec- 
tion, he commanded the apostles ^ ^ not 
to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the promise of the Father ; which," says 

* Matt. XV. 24. 
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he, ^'.ije have heard of me."' Again, 
*^ Ye shall receive power after that the 
Holy Ghost is came upon you ; and ye 
^all be witnesses unto me, both in Jeru- 
ealem and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
ajul unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth."^ 

But the Messiah is to ^' send forth the 
rbd of his strength, and be ruler even in 
the midst of his enemies." And was not 
this the case in the first triumphs of the 
Christian faith ? and has it not been the 
same, in a greater or less degree, even to 
the present time? Where do we find 
more of enmity, malice, and determined 
opposition, than was displayed both by 
J'ews and heathens, towards the religion 
of Christ? Were not his apostles and 
ministers reckoned as the very scum and 
o£bcouring of all things ? Was not every 
method tried, every artifice employed, to 
suppress and banish the fidth and name 

* Acts i. 4. C Acts i. 8. 

k2 
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of Jesus ? Yet was all ineffectual. The 
despised and crucified Galilean triumphed 
even in the midst, and in spite of his most 
bitter foes ; and all the hatred and opposi- 
tion of his enemies only served to show the 
impotence of man when arrayed against 
the wisdom and power and decrees of God. 
And in every age, from that time to the 
present, has the history of the church, col- 
lectively and individually, been a series of 
victories over the enemies of her Lord ; a 
series of triumphs obtained often in her 
seasons of deepest outward gloom and de- 
pression : of victories obtained over the 
power and influence of Satan, and the un- 
renewed heart of fallen man. The powers 
of darkness have oft conspired to keep man- 
kind in the bonds of sin and darkness ; 
the wicked have steeled their hearts, and 
lifted their hands in rebellion against 
their lawful niler ; but nevertheless the 
two-edged sword of the word of God hath 
been mightier than they : the hardest 
heart hath been rent asunder; and the 
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proudest rebel been forced to submit to 
the yoke of the victorious Redeemer. 

The psalmist next proceeds to charac- 
terise the subjects of the Redeemer's go- 
vernment. * ' Thy people shall be wil- 
ling in the day of thy power." The vic- 
tories and triumphs we have just alluded 
to — ^the subjugation of the hearts and 
affections of rebellious man, are effected 
not by overpowering or constraining the 
will, but by illuminating the mind, and 
convincing the judgment, by the bright- 
ness and power of divine truth. The 
subjects of Messiah's kingdom are a wil- 
ling people : they wear his yoke, indeed, 
but they find it easy, and his service they 
count perfect freedom. The sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit lead them 
to follow with joy the steps of their 
Master, and to exert themselves with 
alacrity and zeal for the advancement 
of his kingdom. 

This verse is, however, perhaps inti- 
mately connected with, and explanatory 



198 SCELCHISBDEK. 

of, the preceding* Notvitfastanduig that 
the kingdom of Messiah ik to be faondeft 
in the midst of enemies ; notwidiAtiaid*^ 
ing every effort shall be used to ^eot »it8 
destruction, and every method employ edto 
prevent men from joining the standard^of 
the cross ; yet, '* in the day of his power," 
shall he mock at all the acts of his ene^ 
mies, by drawing to himself a willhi^ 
people — a people, who shall be rendy'td 
embrace with joy, the reproach and c<m^ 
tempt poured upon Jesus of Nazareth : a 
people not only distinguished by their 
willing and devoted attachment to gospel 
truth, but also so numerous as to C(m- 
foimd and astonish their opposers. ^^The 
dew of thy birth is of the womb of the 
morning;" or, as Bishop Lowth renders 
it, * ' The dew of thy progeny is more than 
that of the womb of the morning ;" t. e. 
thy children, begotten to thee through 
the gospel, will exceed in number -a«d 
spiritual beauty, the spangles of the early 
dew, which reflect in brilliant radiloicy 
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the beaiM of the rising sun. Thus are 
the people of Messiah's kingdom charac- 
terised as offering, under the influences 
of Christ's power, the sacrifice of a wil^ 
Ywg heart, and a constant devotion of 
themselTeft to his glory. 

I shall now beg your attention to the 
manner in which the name of a person- 
tige^ of whom we read but little in the 
Old Testament, is introduced into the 
psalm aow under consideration J 

" Thou art a priest for ever, after the 
order of Melchisedec." 

The few events related of Melchisedek 
by Moses, would have possessed but little 
inter esty had not he been held forth, both 
by David and St. Paul, as a type of the 
Messiah. 

All that is said of him in the book 
of Genesis is contained in three short 
verses.® He meets Abraham after his suc- 
cessful battle against the Canaanitish 

f See Lectures cm Genesia, by Dr. Bodgv* * 
• Genesis xiv. 18-^20. 
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kings, refreshes the patriarch with bread 
and wine, and is recompensed by 
Abraham with a tenth portion of the 
spoil. We learn that he was king <^ 
Salem ; also priest of the Most High 
God. He then disappears from our view, 
and we hear no more of him ; bat, in 
the New Testament, he is again brought 
before us, as a remarkable antitype of 
the great Redeemer. In the end of the 
sixth chapter of the epistle to the He- 
brews, the apostle is comforting the 
hearts of those to whom the epistle is 
addressed, by the assurance that tkey^ 
had a strong consolation, who had fled 
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set 
before them ; which hope they had as an 
anchor of the soul, sure and stedfast, 
which entereth into that within the veil ; 
whither the forerunner is for them enter^ 
ed, even Jesus, made a high priest for 
ever after the order of Melchisedek.*' In 
the beginning of the next chapter he en- 

9 Heb. vi. 18. 
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deavours to prove this in the following 
way : *' This Melchisedek, king of Salem, 
priest of the Most High God, who met 
Abraham returning from the slaughter 
of the kings, and blessed him ; to whom 
also Abraham gave a tenth part of all ; 
being by interpretation, king of righte- 
ousness, and after that also. King of 
Salem, which is, King of Peace ; with 
out father, without mother, without de- 
scent, having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life ; but made like unto 
the Son of God ; abideth a priest con- 
tinually." 

In this passage the apostle is endea- 
vouring to convince his Hebrew readers 
of the temporary duration of the Levi- 
tical priesthood ; this was to the Jews a 
stumbling-block in the way of their re- 
ception of the doctrine of Christ. The 
religion of Jesus evidently tended to 
undermine and supersede the ceremo- 
nies of the law. If what the apos- 
tles preached were true, there was no 

K 5 



}aDglB]^«my tyecasion for^tbi samifieeaeu^A 
offeHifgs of the tesdjile sCTiriice ;. sines 
Christ had once, in his (rffrnpevsmiy ooa^de 
tl^t satisfaction and atcmemeni; for ! siav 
whioh the sacrifices of the law did but 
represent and prefigare. '• ■ u* 

This doctrine, however, the Jlewseoifld 
by no means admit. God himsdlf^ frvm 
Mount Sinai, had given the law 16 
Moses. The order, the duties of the-Le- 
vitical priesthood, were all minutely re* 
corded by an Almighty hand ; and thejr 
could not believe that a priesthood thus 
divinely appointed could ever be abolish- 
ed. In opposition to this, the apostle, 
with admirable force and clearness^ proves 
to them from their own scriptures, mdd 
from passages which they agreed in 
acknowledgii^ had reference to the 
Messiah, that the priesthood and die 
law were never, from the very fiirst insti* 
tution of them, intended to be immo* 
table ; but that they were to be in force 
only till the times of the promised Re« 
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deemer^ by whom a new law wa» fa^ be 
given ; a new, and better, and moxie la«t<» 
iitg I order of priesthood established in the 
earths For this purpose he refers them 
to the psalm before us, and reminds them, 
that the Lord had sworn concerning the 
CSurist, • that he was to be a priest for 
ever, after the order, not of Aaron, but of 
Melehisedek. 

> And he argues, if perfection were by 
the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the 
people received the law,) what further 
need was there that another priesthood 
should rise, after the order of Melchise* 
d^k ; and not be called after the order 
of Ac^ron? For the priesthood being 
changed, there is made of necessity a 
change also of the law. 

Buit moreover, this priesthood of the 
Older of Melehisedek, was not only dif- 
ferent froni, but also superior to, the 
ovdear of Aaron's priesthood. 

In wd&t to show this, the apostle refifers 
the reader to the aceount of the inter- 
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view between Melchisedek and Abraham; 
recorded in the book of Genesis. He 
bids them remember how great and 
exalted a personage this Melchisedek 
must have been, when even Abraham, 
the chosen friend and servant of God, ac- 
knowledged himself inferior to him, both 
by paying him tithes of all he had, and 
also receiving a blessing from his hands. 
'' For without contradiction," says the 
apostle, ** the less is blessed of the 
greater."^ 

The tribe of Levi then, who under the 
Mosaic dispensation claimed to be ac- 
knowledged as the servants and ministers 
of God, paid their allegiance, and ac- 
knowledged their subserviency to Mel- 
chisedek, by means of their common pro- 
genitor Abraham, the father of the faith- 
ful. The conclusion then is, that the 
establishing of Christ to be a priest after 
the order of Melchisedek, implies of ne- 
cessity a change and abrogation of the 

• Heb vH. 7. 



i 
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Levitical priesthood and ceremonial 
law. 

'^ After the similitade of Melchisedek) 
there ariseth another priest, who is made 
not after the law of a carnal command- 
ment, but after the power of an endless 
life ; for he testifieth, Thou art a priest for 
ever after the order of Melchisedek. For 
there is verily a disannulling of the com* 
mandment going before, for the weakness 
and unprofitableness thereof : for the law 
made nothing perfect, but the bringing 
in of a better hope did, by the which we 
draw nigh unto God."* 

Let us then briefly consider, in what 
respects Melchisedek was a type of Christ, 
and how far that type is fulfilled in Jesus 
of Nazareth. 

The name Melchisedek signifies King 
of Righteousness ; and he was also King 
of Salem, which is King of Peace. Now 
Jeremiah,^ in speaking of the Redeemer, 
says, *' This is the name by which he 

2 Heb. vii. 16—19. 3 Jerem. xxxiii. 16. 
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shall be called, the Lord our Righteous- 
ness :" and Isaiah styles him, ^^ The 
Mighty Grod, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace."* Again Melohisedek 
was not only king of Salem, but he was 
moreover priest of the Most High God. 
Now this union of priest and king in 
the same person, never did, and never 
could take place under the Mosaic law ; 
because the priesthood was confined to 
the tribe of Levi^ and to the family of 
Aaron ; while the kingdom belonged to 
the family of David, who was of the 
tribe of Judah. Nevertheless it was dis- 
tinctly foretold, that Messiah was to be 
both Priest and King. I will cite but 
one passage. It is Zech. vi. 12, ** Thus 
speaketh the Lord of Hosts, saying. Be- 
hold the man whose name is The Branch ; 
and he shall grow up out of his place, 
and he shall build the temple of the 
Lord ; and he shall bear the glory, and 
shall sit and rule upon his throne ; and 

* Isa. ix. 6. 
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sb^'bea priest upon his throne; and 
the'bounael of peace shall be between them 
both.' 

. Again, Melchisedek in his priesthood 
appears to have had neither predecessor 
ntur succesBor. He was priest of the Most 
High God, divinely appointed, without 
the instrumentality of man — without 
father, without mother, without descent, 
having no clue given us to trace his 
pedigree, or ascertain his connexions. 
He drops as it were from heaven on the 
sacred page ; is exhibited as a type of the 
promised seed, and vanishes from our 
sight. Thus did Christ acknowledge no 
predecessor in his priestly office. The 
sacrifices offered from the beginning of 
the world, were but emblems of that one 
offering which he came to make. Neither 
after him cometh any like to him : his 
priesthood knows no change, no decay ; 
he abideth a priest continually. His 
priestly office has an especial reference to 
his divine nature ; by virtue of which 
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he offered up his human nature, a sacri- 
fice well-pleasing to God. But in this 
character he has no mortal descent, or, 
as St. Paul says, ** neither beginning of 
days nor end of life." 

Melchisedek also comes forth to meet 
Abraham ; and though, in his priestly 
capacity, he blesses the patriarch, yet is 
that blessing preceded by no ordinary 
sacrifice of some innocent animal ; but he 
brings forth bread and wine, as intimating 
that a nobler sacrifice should in due time 
be offered, of which, bread and wine, the 
supports of life, the choicest of God's tem- 
poral gifts, should be to all future ages 
the emblems, and also the pledges of 
those benefits obtained to us by the shed- 
ding of a blood, '' better than that of 
bulls and goats, even the blood of Christ, 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world, and whose blood cleanseth 
from all sin." 

Thus then was Christ a priest after the 
order of Melchisedek ; an order superior 
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to that of Aaron, before which all the 
ceremonies of the law fade into insignifi- 
cance, and are abrogated for ever. 

The psalmist having thus contemplated 
the glorious and universal extent of Mes- 
siah's kingdom, and the immutability and 
eternity of his priestly office, proceeds 
next to notice the judgments that shall 
overtake the obstinate and malicious op- 
posers of his triumph. *' The Lord upoU' 
thy right hand shall wound even kings 
in the day of his wrath ; he shall judge 
among the heathen, he shall fill the places 
with the dead bodies, and smite in sunder 
the heads over divers countries." 

Armed as a mighty warrior for universal 
conquest, doth the Christ go forth to pos- 
sess the world. The princes of the world, 
indeed, set themselves in array, and 
vainly endeavoured to arrest the progress 
of the religion of Christ ; and thought to 
abolish for ever the remembrance of the 
crucified Jesus, by the fiercest persecution ; 
yet was the triumph of the cross complete. 
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At the word of the Lord, the armies of 
Constantine became defenders of that faith 
they had endeavoured to destroy ; and 
even the apostate Julian was compelled to 
exclaim, " Thou hast conquered me, O 
Gralilean !" No weapon formed against 
him shall prosper. He must rule over a 
willing people, with the sceptre of righte- 
ousness and peace, or else he will sooner 
or later be acknowledged as the God of 
judgment against the rebellious, and will 
smite the heads of those who have steeled 
against him their hearts. " Kiss the 
Son, lest he be angry, and so ye perish 
from the right way, if his wrath be kindled, 
yea, but a little : blessed are all they that 
put their trust in him." 

In the midst of all this vision of glory 
and triumph, the attention of the psalmist 
is called to a scene of sorrow. This glori- 
ous personage, this mighty king, this 
eternal priest, is seen obtaining his king- 
dom and his priesthood by means of suf- 
fering and agony. His crown, his sceptre, 
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hi3 i»iestly office, is before him— *he has- 
textstQ. his glory ; — ^but, lo ! the sound of 
tbe torrent is heard : the brook, swollen 
to a river, threatens to overwhelm the 
((qnqueror, and he drinks deeply of its 
bitter waters. 

All commentators agree in referring 
this expression, ^' he shall drink of the 
brook in the way," to the humiliation and 
sufferings of the Saviour. But while some 
think the brook denotes the sufferings 
themselves, others, (as it appears to me 
with greater propriety) understand the 
expression as referring to the comforts h^ 
shall experience under them. The psalm- 
ist beholds the Saviour struggling through 
suffering, to win redemption for his peo- 
ple : his mind is astonished ; he cannot 
express his surprise, his grief, to see this 
sudden change. But he beholds him re- 
freshed and supported by his Father's hand . 
* ' He drinks of the brook by the way, and 
therefore he lifts up the head.*' The 
ii(Ughty torrent of affliction and suffering 
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rushes over him ; but it is for a moment 
only. He is indeed " a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief :" ** his visage 
is marred more than the sons of men ;" 
his cross is painful ; his agony of body 
and mind unspeakable ; his death inglo- 
rious ; but yet, ^* he shall lift up the 
head." He rises from the tomb a king 
and a priest ; his victory is accomplished ; 
his sufferings are ended. The mighty 
work of redemption is finished ; he as- 
cends up on high, he leads captivity cap- 
tive. He sits on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, as King of kings, and 
Lord q{ lords ! 

Thus I have endeavoured briefly to ex- 
plain this remarkable prophetic psalm. 
We enter into the counsels of the God- 
head ; we behold the Saviour sitting in 
the native majesty of his person, at the 
right hand of God, equal with the Father : 
we contemplate the mighty empire assign- 
ed to him over a willing and obedient 
people : we trace the characteristics of his 
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eternal priesthood : we see him executing 
wrath upon his enemies, and then entering 
into glory; having first passed through 
suffering. On that throne to which he 
is exalted, he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us. " We have not a high 
priest who cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, but one who 
was tempted in all points like as we are, 
yet without sin." From thence he be- 
holds his kingdom of grace gradually 
extending itself throughout the world, and 
triumphing over the opposition of man, 
though at times, for a little season, the 
malignity of his enemies be suffered to 
prevail. And if his church militant here 
be called at times to drink of the waters 
of tribulation — if either individually or 
collectively ' * they drink of the brook by 
the way," — they are also refreshed by the 
consolations of the Spirit, and the example 
of the Captain of their salvation. 

They, like him, shall, in due time, 
'* lift up the head." Where he is, they 
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shall be also. They shall behold the com- 
pleteness of his victory, the security of 
his kingdom above, the etemit^ of ins 
glory in the mansions of heaven. 

Let us then bow to Jesus as our King, 
and become the willing subjects of his 
power. Let us trust in his sacrifice and 
intercession for mercy here, and glory 
hereafter ; so shall we be exalted into the 
same place where our Saviour Christ is 
gone before, and reign with him as kings 
and priests unto God, for ever and ever ! 



THE END. 
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